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Abstract 

The start times of ԚLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ topic among contemporary 

scholars since decades, and the debate is further complicated because of persistent twilight 

during the summer months in the UK. Consequently, this has caused much confusion among 

the general Muslim population about their timings. What are the underlying reasons for such 

significant disparities in their timings in local Masņjid and is there an alternative solution for 

those struggling to stay awake until late to perform ԚLǎƘņΚ This article adopts an educational 

approach in clarifying the fundamental reasons in the disparity of views and whether any 

dispensation exists for those genuinely struggling in praying ԚLǎƘņ ƭŀǘŜ during extreme latitude 

months. Our analysis concludes that there is no consensus on the matter as every Masjid 

adopts a specific estimation method either best suited to their local congregants, based on 

independent investigation or strict adherence to the fatwas of the earlier predecessors. We also 

highlight that amidst the differences; individual circumstances should be considered to 

alleviate genuine constrain experienced by certain Muslims regarding late ԚLǎƘņ {ŀƭņƘ.  
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1. Introduction 

  
Almost every Masjid in the UK prepares {ŀƭņƘ timetable for their local congregants 
using astronomical data. Due to persistent twilight during peak summer months, the 

start times of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜntious among contemporary 
scholars for decades. After sunset, the light in the horizon gradually merges with the 

dawn obfuscating the beginning time of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ 
during the 1980s by senior Deobandi scholars of unifying the Deobandi aŀǎņƧƛŘ ƻƴ a 
single estimation method ŦƻǊ ŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 
significantly vary between them and consequently, causing much confusion and unrest 

among the masses. For instance, some timetables stipulate ᾺLǎƘņ ƻƴŜ-hour after 
Maghrib, whilst others adopt a non-Hanafi position of combining both Maghrib and 

ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ hǘƘŜǊ aŀǎņƧƛŘ ǎŜǘ ммǇƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ Ŧor ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛƎƘ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ CŀƧǊ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ aŀǎņƧƛŘ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ мΥнлŀƳ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƛǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нΥллŀƳ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ оΥллŀƳ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƘǹǊ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

who fast). Another issue is the difficulty that many people experience in praying ᾺLǎƘņ 
late due to personal circumstances, health conditions and disruption in the sleeping 
patterns particularly women and children affecting their daily routine.  
 
What are the underlying causes for such significant disparities ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 
and what alternative solutions are available for those struggling to stay awake until late 

to perform ᾺLǎƘņΚ In this article, we aim to explore these fundamental matters. This 
research paper adopts an educational approach that clarifies the reasons for such 
contention to make sense of the matter. We begin by discussing the astronomical 

beginning time of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǘǿƛƭƛƎƘǘ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
proceeding towards understanding the current practice of local Masņjid. The latter 
section includes a short discussion on alternative practice for those struggling to pray 

ᾺLǎƘņ ƭŀǘŜΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ with some 
recommendations. Due to the complexity of the subject and limited scope, we focus 
particularly on the Deobandi Hanafi perspective and the practices of our local aŀǎņƧƛŘ 
in Bradford. Readers can then analytically compare our discussion with the practices in 
their local town or city respectively.  
 
  
 



 

 

2. The Astronomical Beginning and End Time of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ  

 
¢ƘŜ IŀƴŀŦƛ ƧǳǊƛǎǘǎ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ CŀƧǊΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƳŀǊŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 

time of ᾺLǎƘņΣ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ Řŀǿƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǎǳōƘǳ ǎņŘƛǉ ƻǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŘŀǿƴΦ1 According to an authentic 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭņƘ e gestured by stretching his blessed hands to indicate 
the light of dawn spreading horizontally so to distinguish it from the light that precedes 
the actual Fajr time vertically in the Eastern horizon known as subhu kņdhib or false 
dawn.2 This vertical light remains momentarily in the horizon and is then immediately 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǳōƘǳ ǎņŘƛǉΦ CŀƧǊ ŜƴŘǎ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǘ ǎǳƴǊƛǎŜΦ               
 

Hanafi jurists differ over the start time of ᾺLǎƘņΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ LƳņƳ !ōǹ IŀƴơŦŀƘ v  

ᾺLǎƘņ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ occurs after the disappearance of 
both the redness (shafaq ahmar) and the whiteness (shafaq abyadh) in the western 

ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴΦ /ƻƴǘǊŀǊƛƭȅΣ Ƙƛǎ ǘǿƻ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ LƳņƳ !ōǹ Yusuf v  ŀƴŘ LƳņƳ 

Muhammad v  όōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǎņƘƛōŀȅƴύ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

redness (shafaq ahmar) that marks the ᾺLǎƘņ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ3 The divergence of views 

 
1 .ǳǊƘŀƴƛǳŘơƴ aŀǊƎƘƛƴņƴƛΣ IƛŘŀȅŀƘΣ Yƛǘņō {ŀƭņƘ, vol 1, p. 217 

 [ĈǨɆĈȩäĆɀĆȶĊȱä ćåĆ˨] 
 Ćȵ ǠĆȾĈǪĊȩĆĀ ćȀĈǹßĆĀ ÛĈȨćȥćĊɉä ĈŽ ćóĈĆƕĊȞćȶĊȱä ćóǠĆɆĆøǤĊȱä ĆɀćȽĆĀ ĈƆǠŉǮȱä ćȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ĆȜĆȲĆȕ äĆíâ ĈȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ĈǨĊȩĆĀ ćüŉĀĆà) ĆȰɅĈĊƎĈǱ ĈǦĆȵǠĆȵâ¼ ĈǬɅĈǼĆĈƩ (ćȄĊȶŉȊȱä ĊȜćȲĊȖĆǩ ĊĆƁ Ǡ-  ćýĆɎŉȆȱä ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ- Û

 Ĉŉʋä ĆüɀćȅĆî ŉýĆà ćȼŉȹĈǚĆȥ-  ćŉʋä ɂŉȲĆȍ ĆȴŉȲĆȅĆĀ ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ- ÛćȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ĆȜĆȲĆȕ ĆƙĈǵ ĈüŉĀĆĊɉä ĈýĊɀĆøɆĊȱä ĈŽ ǠĆȾɆĈȥ ¬ćȜćȲĊȖĆǩ ćȄĊȶŉȊȱä ĊçĆìǠĆȭĆĀ äŋǼĈǱ ĆȀĆȦĊȅĆà ĆƙĈǵ ĈƆǠŉǮȱä 
ĈýĊɀĆøɆĊȱä ĈŽĆĀ ..... 

 ĈȼĈȱĊɀĆȪĈȱ (ĈƆǠŉǮȱä ćȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ĊȜćȲĊȖĆɅ ĊĆƁ ǠĆȵ ǠĆȾĈǪĊȩĆĀ ćȀĈǹßĆĀ-  ćýĆɎŉȆȱäĆĀ ćæĆɎŉȎȱä ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ-  . ¬ćȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ćȜćȲĊȖĆɅ ĆƙĈǵ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĈǨĊȩĆĀ ćȀĈǹßĆĀ¼ 
 

Lōƴ IǳƳņƳΣ CŀǘƘǳƭ vŀŘŜŜǊΣ Yƛǘņō {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ 1 p. 223 - Shamila 

 ćǦĆȊĈǝǠĆȝ ĊçĆĀĆîĆĀ-  ǠĆȾĊøȺĆȝ ćŉʋä ĆɄĈȑĆî- .ĈǴɆĈǶŉȎȱä ĈŽ ǠĆȾŊȲćȭĆĀ Û ¬ĈȰĊɆŉȲȱä ćǦŉȵǠĆȝ ĆǢĆȽĆí ŉƓĆǵ ǠĆĈŏ ĆȴĆǪĊȝĆà ćȼŉȹĆà¼   ąçǠĆȩĊĀĆà ɂĆȲĆȝ ćȼŉȺĈȮĆȱĆĀ ÛǠĆĆƬ ĄǨĊȩĆĀ ćȼŉȲćȭ ĆȰĊɆŉȲȱä ŉþĆà ĆǨĆǤĆøǮĆøȥ ĆüǠĆȩ
 Ċǣ ĈȜĈȥĆ˫ ĆƂâ ĈȻĈǼĆȺĆȆĈǣ ĆúǠĆȅ ŉćŻ ÛćȼĆȹĀćì ćȻĆǼĊȞĆøǣ ǠĆȵĆĀ ÛćȼĆȹĀćì ĈȤĊȎĈĉȺȱä ĆƂĈâĆĀ ÛćȰĆȒĊȥĆà ĈǬćȲŊøǮȱä ĆƂâ ÛąǦĆǭĆɎĆǭ ćȀĆȶćȝ ĆǢĆǪĆȭ :ĆüǠĆȩ ąĊƘĆǤćǱ Ĉȸ -  ćŉʋä ĆɄĈȑĆî ćȼĊȺĆȝ-  ɂĆȅɀćȵ ĈŸĆà ĆƂâ

 .ǠĆȾĊȲćȦĊȢĆøǩ ĆɍĆĀ ǨĊǞĈȉ ĈȰĊɆŉȲȱä ŉĂĆà ĆÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĈĉȰĆȍĆĀ :ĈĉĂĈȀĆȞĊȉĆĊɉä 
 
2 Sunnan Tirmizi, Hadeeth No: 706 

 ĈîɀćǶćȅ ĊȸĈȵ ĊȴćȮŉȺĆȞĆøȺĊĆƹ Ćɍ¼ :ĆȴŉȲĆȅĆĀ ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ćŉʋä ɂŉȲĆȍ Ĉŉʋä ćüɀćȅĆî ĆüǠĆȩ :ĆüǠĆȩ ąåĆǼĊȺćǱ ĈȸĊǣ ĆæĆȀćĆƧ ĊȸĆȝ ĈŽ ćƘĈȖĆǪĊȆć
ƫä ćȀĊǲĆȦȱä ĈȸĈȮĆȱĆĀ ÛćȰɆĈȖĆǪĊȆć

ƫä ćȀĊǲĆȦȱä ĆɍĆĀ ÛąüĆɎĈǣ ćþäĆíĆà Ċȴćȭ
 ¬ĄȸĆȆĆǵ ĄǬɅĈǼĆǵ äĆǾĆȽ¼ :¬ĈȨćȥćɉä 

 
3 {ƻƳŜ WǳǊƛǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LƳņƳ !ōǹ IŀƴơŦŀƘ ǊŜǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ, however Ibn Humam in his Fathul Qadeer 

rejects this claim that his retraction has not been authentically established.  

 
5ǳǊǊǳƭ aǳƪƘǘņǊ ǿŀ ƘŀǎƘƛȅŀƘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘŜŜƴ {ƘņƳƛΣ Yƛǘņōǳǎ {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ м ǇΦ 361 - Shamila 



 

 

is based on the different interpretations of the term shafaq in the prophetic statement 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭņƘ e said, ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ aŀƎƘǊƛō {ŀƭņƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘŀŦŀǉ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊέΦ4 LƳņƳ !ōǹ IŀƴơŦŀƘ v  interpreted the shafaq as the 

disappearance of abyadh (white light) whilst his two students interpreted it as ahmar 
(red light). To explain this further, when the sun sets below the western horizon for 
aŀƎƘǊƛō {ŀƭņƘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
colours. Initially redness appears in the sky then followed by white light and thereafter 

total darkness.  According to the ǎņƘƛōŀȅƴ, once the initial redness disappears then ᾺLǎƘņ 

ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ LƳņƳ !ōǹ IŀƴơŦŀƘ v  maintained that both 

shafaqs must disappear for ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎņƘƛōŀȅƴ, ᾺLǎƘņ 

ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛƴ LƳņƳ !ōǹ IŀƴƛŦŀƘΩǎ v  view, it is still Maghrib until the sky 
becomes totally dark.   
 

The scientific term for shafaq is twilight which is the illumination that appears after 

sunset before darkness in the western horizon and in the eastern horizon before sunrise. 

There are three twilight rays the sun passes during sunrise and sunset period, each one 

measured in degrees.   

 

 ĊɆĆȱĈâĆĀ ćǦĆǭĆɎŉǮȱä ĊǨĆȱǠĆȩ ĈȼĈǣĆĀ ÛǠĆćƵĆǼĊȺĈȝ (ćæĆȀĊȶćĊƩä ĆɀćȽĆĀ ĈȨĆȦŉȊȱä) ĈåĀćȀćȡ (ĆƂâ ćȼĊȺĈȵ ĈåĈȀĊȢĆȶĊȱä) ćǨĊȩĆĀ (ĆĀ) ĆɀćȽ ĆþǠĆȮĆȥ ÛǠĆȽĈĊƘĆȡĆĀ ĈȜĆȶĊǲĆȶĊȱä ĈêĀćȀćȉ ĈŽ ǠĆȶĆȭ ćýǠĆȵĈĊɋä ĆȜĆǱĆî Ĉȼ
 .ĆǢĆȽĊǾĆȶĊȱä 

 ĈȜĆȶĊǲĆȶĊȱä ĈŽ ĆêŉȀĆȍĆĀ ÛǠăȒĊɅĆà ćȼĊȺĆȝ ĄǦĆɅäĆĀĈî ĆɀćȽ ĂĈǾŉȱä ǠĆȶĈĈƬĊɀĆøȩ ĆƂâ ĊĂĆà (ćýǠĆȵĈĊɋä ĆȜĆǱĆî ĈȼĊɆĆȱâĀ :ćȼćȱĊɀĆøȩ)  ÛāĆɀĊøǪĆȦĊȱä ǠĆȾĊøɆĆȲĆȝ ŉþĆĈд  ćȻćǼĈȝǠĆȆćɅ Ćɍ ćȼŉȹĆĈд ĈǴĊǪĆȦĊȱä ĈŽ ćȨĈĉȪĆǶćȶĊȱä ćȻŉìĆîĆĀ
 ĆøɅ ĊĆƁ ćȼĆȝɀćǱćî ŉþâ :ĈĉĂĈîĀćǼćȪĊȱä ĈǴɆĈǶĊȎĆǩ ĈŽ ĄȴĈȅǠĆȩ ćǦĆȵŉɎĆȞĊȱä ćȻćǾɆĈȶĊȲĈǩ ĆüǠĆȩĆĀ .ĊĆƀâ ĄǦĆɅäĆîĈì ĆɍĆĀ ĄǦĆɅäĆĀĈî ĆɎŉǮȱä ĈǦŉȶĈǝĆĊɉä ĊþćǼĆȱ ĊȸĈȵ ćǦŉȥǠĆȮĊȱä ćȼĆȲĆȪĆøȹ ǠĆȶĈȱ ÛĊǨćǤĊøǮ  ĊȸĈȵ ĈýĊɀĆøɆĊȱä ĆƂâ ĈǦĆǭ

ȱä :ĈîǠĆɆĈǪĊǹĈɍä ĈŽ ĆüǠĆȩ .ĈüɀćȪĊøȺĆȶĊȱä ćùĆɎĈǹ ĈȼĈȥĆɎĈĈƝ ĈǦĆǣǠĆǶŉȎȱä ĈǦŉȵǠĆȝ ĈȰĆȶĆȝ āĆɀĊȝĆìĆĀ ÛĈĊƙĆȱĊɀĆȪĊȱä ĈǦĆɅǠĆȮĈǵ ąȰĆǤĆǱ ĈȸĊǣ ĈíǠĆȞćȵĆĀ ĈȨɅĈĉǼĈĉȎȱä ćǢĆȽĊǾĆȵ ĆɀćȽĆĀ ÛćóǠĆɆĆøǤĊȱä ćȨĆȦŉȊ
 ĆǦĆȊĈǝǠĆȝĆĀ-  ćȾĊøȺĆȝ ćŉʋä ĆɄĈȑĆî Ċȴ- ŊɄĈȪĆȾĊøɆĆøǤĊȱä ĈĀĊȀĆøɅ ĊĆƁĆĀ ÛĈȂɅĈȂĆȞĊȱä ĈǼĊǤĆȝ ĈȸĊǣ ĆȀĆȶćȝ ĊȸĆȝĆĀ ĆæĆȀĊøɅĆȀćȽ ĈŸĆà ĊȸĆȝ ĈúäŉïŉȀȱä ćǼĊǤĆȝ ćȻäĆĀĆîĆĀ :ǨĊȲćøȩ .  ÛĆȀĆȶćȝ ĈȸĊǣä ĊȸĆȝ ŉɍâ ĆȀĆĊƥĆĊɉä ĆȨĆȦŉȊȱä 

 ĊȩĆĀ ćéćȀĊĆƸ ĆɎĆȥ ćîĆ˪ĊɇäĆĀ ćîǠĆǤĊǹĆĊɉä ĊǨĆȑĆîǠĆȞĆøǩ äĆíĈâĆĀ .ĈȼɆĈȥ ćȼćȵǠĆĆƢĆĀ ĈýǠĆȵĈĊɋä ĆüĊɀĆøȩ ŉþĆà ĆǨĆǤĆøǮĆøȥ :ĄȴĈȅǠĆȩ ćǦĆȵŉɎĆȞĊȱä ĆüǠĆȩ .ǠĆȽĈĊƘĆȡĆĀ ĈǦĆɅäĆǼĈĊƬä ĈŽ ǠĆȶĆȭ ĈĉȬŉȊȱĈ˨ ĈåĈȀĊȢĆȶĊȱä ćǨ ÛŊǴĆȍĆĊɉä ĆɀćȽ
 ĈĊɋä ĈüĊɀĆøȩ ĊȸĆȝ ćüĆǼĊȞćøɅ Ćɍ ćȼŉȹĆà ĊȸĈȵ ÛćȼĊȺĆȝ ćȻǠĆȺĊȵŉǼĆȩ ǠĆĈƞ ćȼĆȱ äăǼĈĉɅĆǘćȵ ĈȀĊǶĆǤĊȱä ĈŽ ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ɂĆȊĆȵĆĀ ĆȰćȵǠĆȞĆøǩ ŉȸĈȮĆȱ ÛĈǦĆȝĆîäĆȂćȶĊȱǠĆȭ ĈȼĈȥĆɎĈĈƝ ąȰćȵǠĆȞĆøǩ ĊĀĆà ąȰɆĈȱĆì ĈȤĊȞĆȑ ĊȸĈȵ ąæĆîĀćȀĆȒĈȱ ŉɍâ ĈýǠĆȵ
ǠĆȩĈɀĊȱäĆĀ ĈǦĆɅǠĆȪŊøȺȲĈȱ ǠăȞĆøǤĆøǩ ĈȀĊȾŉøȺȱä ĈŽ ćȻĆǼŉɅĆà ĊǼĆȩĆĀ ÛǠĆȶĈĈƬĊɀĆøȩ ɂĆȲĆȝ ĈìĆɎĈǤĊȱä ĈǦŉȵǠĆȝ ĈŽ ĆýĊɀĆøɆĊȱä ĈðǠŉȺȱä ĈĊɋäĆĀ ĈîĆîŊǼȱäĆĀ ĈǦĆɅ ĆþǠĆȽĊćƎĊȱä ĈȼĈǵĊȀĆȉĆĀ ĈǢĈȽäĆɀĆȶĊȱäĆĀ ĈìäĆǼĊȵĈĊɋäĆĀ ĈîǠĆǶĈǤĊȱä ĈîĆîćìĆĀ ĈêĆɎĊȍ
 ćŉʋĆäĆĀ ÛćôĆɀĊǵĆà ćȼćȱĊɀĆøȩĆĀ ćȜĆȅĊĀĆà ǠĆȶććƬĊɀĆøȩ :ĈéäĆȀĈĉȆȱä ĈŽĆĀ .āĆɀĊøǪĆȦĊȱä ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ŉþĆĈд ĆƙĈǵĈĉȀĆȎćȵ ĊȴĈȽĈĊƘĆȡĆĀ .ćȴĆȲĊȝĆà 

 
4 {ŀƘơƘ aǳǎƭƛƳΣ bƻΦ мто 

ä ĈǨĆȱäĆï äĆíĈâ ĈȀĊȾŊȚȱä ćǨĊȩĆĀ¼ :ĆüǠĆȩ ÛĆȴŉȲĆȅĆĀ ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ćʤ ɂŉȲĆȍ Ĉʤ ĆüɀćȅĆî ŉþĆà ÛĀąȀĊȶĆȝ ĈȸĊǣ Ĉʤ ĈǼĊǤĆȝ ĊȸĆȝ  ćǨĊȩĆĀĆĀ ÛćȀĊȎĆȞĊȱä ĈȀćȒĊĆƷ ĊĆƁ ǠĆȵ ÛĈȼĈȱɀćȖĆȭ ĈȰćǱŉȀȱä ŊȰĈș ĆþǠĆȭĆĀ ćȄĊȶŉȊȱ
 ÛćȄĊȶŉȊȱä ŉȀĆȦĊȎĆǩ ĊĆƁ ǠĆȵ ĈȀĊȎĆȞĊȱä ćȨĆȦŉȊȱä ĈǢĈȢĆɅ ĊĆƁ ǠĆȵ ĈåĈȀĊȢĆȶĊȱä ĈæĆɎĆȍ ćǨĊȩĆĀĆĀ ĈöɀćȲćȕ ĊȸĈȵ ĈǴĊǤŊȎȱä ĈæĆɎĆȍ ćǨĊȩĆĀĆĀ ÛĈȔĆȅĊĀĆĊɉä ĈȰĊɆŉȲȱä ĈȤĊȎĈȹ ĆƂĈâ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĈæĆɎĆȍ ćǨĊȩĆĀĆĀ Û

 ĊȀĆøȩ ĆĊƙĆǣ ĊȜćȲĊȖĆǩ ǠĆŉŒĈǚĆȥ ÛĈæĆɎŉȎȱä ĈȸĆȝ ĊȬĈȆĊȵĆǖĆȥ ćȄĊȶŉȊȱä ĈǨĆȞĆȲĆȕ äĆíĈǚĆȥ ÛćȄĊȶŉȊȱä ĈȜćȲĊȖĆǩ ĊĆƁ ǠĆȵ ĈȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä¬ąþǠĆȖĊɆĆȉ ĊĆƆ 
 



 

 

1) Civil Twilight - Between the horizon and 6 degrees below the celestial horizon. 

2) Nautical Twilight ς Between 6 to 12 degrees below the celestial horizon.  

3) Astronomical Twilight ς Between 12 degrees until 18 degrees. Thereafter, the 

sky becomes totally dark.  

 

 

  
 

 

 
Fig 1: Showing the sun passing through the 3 twilights during sunrise and sunset. (Source: Summer twilight ς Explaining 

Science) 

 

 

https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/
https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/


 

 

 

 

 

Fig 2: (Source: Summer twilight ς Explaining Science) 

 

The images illustrate the variant illumination levels of light during each twilight phase 

based on the visibility of the stars at night giving us an estimation of the start of ᾺLǎƘņ 

and Fajr. The lowest depression recorded is around 24 degrees after which the sun 

begins to rise. The astronomical mark for both ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ as Shaykh Maulana Yaqub 

vņǎƳƛ sņƘƛōΩǎ v  suggests is 18 degrees angle below the horizon (the generally accepted 

view). As in, ᾺLǎƘņ begins after the disappearance of astronomical twilight and Fajr at 

the start of the astronomical twilight.5 This is only possible however if we assume ᾺLǎƘņ 

to begin after the disappearance of all three twilights ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ LƳņƳ !ōǹ IŀƴơŦŀƘΩǎ 

v  view otherwise according to the ǎņƘƛōayn, ᾺLǎƘņ starts earlier which is during the 

astronomical twilight, after the nautical twilight phase. Either way, during the low 

latitude months, the sky becomes totally dark leaving no traces of light in the horizon 

after the astronomical twilight phase.  

 

We referenced to a twilight occurring vertically in the eastern horizon before subhu 

sņdiq. It appears momentarily and it either remains or disappears until astronomical 

twilight emerges.6 ¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭņƘ e referred to it as the subhu kņdhib ς false 

 
5 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, p. 43-44 

 
6 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, p. 72-73 

 

Mufti Rashid Ludhyanwi (ra) disagrees with zodiacal twilight referring to subhu kadhib as it appears well before 

astronomical twilight. (see Ahsanul Fatawa, vol 2, p. 160) 

https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/


 

 

dawnΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘŀƘŀƧƧǳŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƘǹǊ ǘƛƳŜ. Many have argued this to be similar 

to zodiacal twilight which occurs just before the astronomical twilight.7  

 

 
 

Fig 3: Zodiacal twilight also referred to as the false dawn (Source: All you need to know: Zodiacal light | Astronomy 

Essentials | EarthSky) 

Contest  

 
7 McCulure, B, and Byrd, D. Zodiacal light; All you need to know. https://earthsky.org/astronomy-

essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-zodiacal-light-or-false-dawn/ [accessed July 2021] 

It's time to watch for the zodiacal light | Astronomy Essentials | EarthSky 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘŘƛǎƘ ǎƪƛŜǎ ŀǘ Řŀǿƴ ŀƴŘ Řǳǎƪ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȊƻŘƛŀŎŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ 

atmosphere. The zodiacal light is the real sunlight reflecting off the dust particles which move in the same plane as Earth 

and the other planets orbiting our sun. 

 

https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-zodiacal-light-or-false-dawn/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-zodiacal-light-or-false-dawn/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-zodiacal-light-or-false-dawn/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-zodiacal-light-or-false-dawn/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-zodiacal-light-or-false-dusk/


 

 

 
 

Fig 4: Zodiacal twilight also referred to as the false dawn (Source: https://earthsky.org/tonight/zodiacal-light-false-

dawn-of-autmn/) 
 

 
 

Fig 5: Comparison between both Subhu {ņŘƛǉ and YņŘƘƛō. 

 

https://earthsky.org/tonight/zodiacal-light-false-dawn-of-autmn/
https://earthsky.org/tonight/zodiacal-light-false-dawn-of-autmn/


 

 

The comparative images of the fajr ƪņŘƘƛō and zodiacal twilight give a reasonable 

assumption that they are not so dissimilar. This vertical twilight appears twice; in the 

western horizon after sunset and in the eastern horizon before sunrise. After sunset 

shafaq ahmar appears and then immediately followed by shafaq abyadh. The light 

during abyadh spreads horizontally and thereafter a light appears vertically after ᾺLǎƘņᾹ. 

This sequence is reversed in the eastern horizon before sunrise as in the vertical twilight 

(subhu ƪņŘƘƛō) appearing, then the horizonal twilight (subhu sņdiq) and thereafter 

redness. Shaykh Zafar Ahmad Usmņni v  describes this exact phenomenon along with 

their durational time length being equal, άThe appearance of both redness and the 

whiteness in the horizon after sunset are both similar (nazeer) in the appearance of whiteness 

and redness before sunrise due to both being among the signs of their manifestation, and so 

the time duration between sunset to the disappearance of the whiteness is (also) the time 

duration from the white Fajr to sunrise correspondinglyΧΦ (Initially) when the fajr appears, 

it manifests with a white vertical light όƪņŘƘƛōύ then a horizontal light (subhu ǎņŘƛǉ) and 

then redness. The shafaq (in the west) manifests after sunset from redness, then horizontal 

white light (ԚLǎƘņԓ) and then verticalΦέ8 

 

Astronomers estimate the time duration of 4-6minutes between each degree the sun 

passes that does vary depending on the season.9 The differences between both subhus 

and both shafaqs as the famous classical astronomer Ali Afandi v  posited is roughly 3 

degrees.10 Putting this into perspective, if subhu sņdiq occurs at 18 degrees then subhu 

kņdhib will be at 21 degrees. If shafaq abyadh occurs at 18 degrees then shafaq ahmar is 

 
8 {ƘŀȅƪƘ ½ŀŦŀǊ !ƘƳŀŘ ¦ǎƳŀƴƛ ¢ƘŀƴǾƛΣ LΩƭŀǳǎ {ǳƴƴŀƴΣ Yƛǘŀō {ŀƭņƘΣ /ƘΣ Mawaqeet, vol 2, p. 15  

 
9 Some generally calculate the minutes between the degrees by first multiplying 24hrs by 60minutes, 1,440 minutes and 

then dividing it by 360° giving you the total estimate of 4 minutes.  

 
10 DǳǊǊǳƭ aǳƪƘǘņǊ ǿŀ ƘŀǎƘƛȅŀƘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘŜŜƴ {ƘņƳƛΣ Yƛǘņōǳǎ {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ мΣ ǇΦ орф - Shamila 

  ĈǸĊɆĆȊĈȱ åɍȀȖȅɉä ĈǦĆȱǠĆȅĈî ɂĆȲĆȝ ĈȼĈǪĆɆĈȉǠĆǵ ĈŽ ŊɄĈȲĈȵǠĆȮĊȱä ĄȰɆĈȲĆǹ ćǸĊɆŉȊȱä ćýɀćǵĊȀĆȶĊȱä ćǦĆȵŉɎĆȞĊȱä ĆȀĆȭĆí ĈȨĈĉȪĆǶćȶĊȱä ĈǦĆȵŉɎĆȞĊȱä ǠĆȺĈĈƸǠĆȊĆȵ   ĆçćĀǠĆȦŉøǪȱä ŉþĆà ĈĉĈƆǠĆǪĊȆĈȡäŉǼȱä ĂĈǼĊȺĆøȥĆà ąĉɄĈȲĆȝ    ĈȸĊɅĆȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ĆĊƙĆǣ
 ąéĆîćì ĈèĆɎĆǮĈǣ ĆɀćȽ ǠĆŉƴâ ĈȐĆɆĊøǣĆĊɉäĆĀ ĈȀĆĊƥĆĊɉä ĈĊƙĆȪĆȦŉȊȱä ĆĊƙĆǣ äĆǾĆȭĆĀ 

 



 

 

calculated at 15 degrees. Contrarily, those adopting the 15 degrees position for ᾺLǎƘņ 

and Fajr calculate subhu kņdhib to occur at 18 degrees and shafaq ahmar at 12 degrees.11  

Prominent Deobandi scholars including Shaykh Mufti Shafi Usmņni sņhib v  and 

Allamah Yusuf Binnori sņhib v  maintain the 18 degrees view for the start of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ 

Fajr time.12 Shaykh Zafar Usmņni v  considers this to be the correct position.13 Shaykh 

Ashraf Ali Thņnvi v  is reported to have published a detailed timetable for the entire 

year in response to a questioner from the UK in 1932 using the astronomical data in 

which he ruled 18 degrees to be the marking point for ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ. The timetable also 

included the months and dates where persistent twilight occurs. In the early 1980s, a 

committee of scholars was convened in Bradford, UK presided by Mufti Mahmud sņhib 

Gangohi v . After much deliberation, the final resolution (among many others) was the 

unanimous decision that 18 degrees demarcates the start of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ.14 Their 

decision was based on the aid of astronomical data. Mufti Rashid Ahmad sņhib 

Ludhyanwi v  contested the 18 degrees position by positing that 15 degrees was the real 

demarcation for ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ. Through multiple observations of the natural horizon 

(along with other senior scholars present at the time), he concluded that at 18 degrees 

the white light in both the western and eastern horizon was vertical, not horizontal. 

After sunset, this vertical light appeared around 12 minutes after the disappearance of 

shafaq abyadh and around similar duration before the horizontal light before sunrise. 

So, the light at 18 degrees in the easter horizon before sunrise was in fact subhu kņdhib 

 
11 Amjad Mohammed, The Islamic Prayer Times for ԚLǎƘņԓ and Fajr according to Muslims in the UK, published at the 

Institute of the Revival of Islamic Sciences (IRTIS) 
12 Maulana Shawkat Ali strongly contested this view stating that Shaykh Mufti Shafi ǎņƘƛō and Allamah Yusuf Binori did 
not maintain the 18 degrees position but was instead the position of Professor Abdul Lateef {ņƘƛō.  The withdrawal of 

both scholars from 15 degrees to 18 degrees as Maulana {ņƘƛō argues was not thoroughly investigated by the scholars 

and merely transmitted without verification. See Subhu {ņŘƛǉ ǿŀ YŀŘƘƛō ƪŜȅ ƳǳǘŀΩƭƭƛǉ !ƪŀōƛǊ ƪŜ LƪƘǘƛƭŀŦ ƪƛ IŀǉŜŜǉŀǘΦ PDF 

Available at: Subhu {ņŘƛǉ wa Kadhib Ikhtilaf ki Haqeeqat.pdf 

 
13 {ƘŀȅƪƘ ½ŀŦŀǊ !ƘƳŀŘ ¦ǎƳŀƴƛ ¢ƘŀƴǾƛΣ LΩƭŀǳǎ {ǳƴƴŀƴΣ Yƛǘŀō {ŀƭņƘΣ /ƘΣ Mawaqeet, vol 2, p. 15 

 
14 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, p. 43-72-78, Mufti Rafi Usmani, Nawadir al-Fiqh, vol 2, pp. 

90-97  

 

file:///C:/Users/awm78/Desktop/Subhu%20Sadiq%20wa%20Kadhib%20Ikhtilaf%20ki%20Haqeeqat.pdf


 

 

and after sunset, it was much later than the start time of ᾺLǎƘņ.15 Some Masņjid in the 

UK adopted 15 degrees position for both ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ. Currently, Wifaqul Ulama 

adopt 15 degrees for ᾺLǎƘņ because of the disappearance of shafaq ahmar (following 

ǎņƘƛōŀȅƴΩǎ position but agree 18 degrees for the disappearance of abyadh) and 18 

degrees for Fajr.16 Many Deobandi Masņjid strictly follow the 18 degrees view because 

of the ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ however are those who 

permit following the 15 degrees during the months close to perpetual twilight for ease. 

Irrespective of the differences, the underlying agreement between both groups is that 

ᾺLǎƘņ begins no earlier than astronomical twilight. Whilst this poses no significant 

differences during low latitude months, the winter months, where their time differences 

are approximately 10-20 mins, the predicament lies during the high latitude months 

where the sunΩ depression does not exceed 12 ς 13 degrees below the horizon.  

 

3. Estimating ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Perpetual Twilight  
 

The UK coordinates are situated between 50-сл ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ 

equator. The earthΩs axis is tilted by 23.5 degrees which causes uneven lengths of the 

days and nights throughout the year. Regions in the northern hemisphere during the 

summer season such as UK, are tilted towards the sun resulting in longer hours of day 

light and shorter nights creating persistent twilight in the sky.17 Meaning, astronomical 

 
15 Mufti Rashid Ludhyanvi, Ahsanul Fatawa, vol 2, pp. 159-189 

Respected Mufti {ņƘƛō sought assistance from experts to observe the natural skies alongside data to confirm his position 

of 15 degrees. Based on his observation, during sunset, Shafaq ahmar occurred at 12 degrees, Abyadh 15 degrees and the 

vertical twilight 18 degrees. This order is reversed during sunrise.   

 
16 ²ƛŦŀǉǳƭ ¦ƭŀƳŀ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǎ нлнпΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ at: https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/salahtimes/ 

IƛȊōǳƭ ¦ƭŀƳŀ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǎ in degrees due to the significant variations of the horizons and 

regions and moreover the seasons. They argue determining the times by use of real natural observation, mushahadah as 

was the prophetic practice. See Maulana Yaqub Ahmad Miftahi, Fajar and Isha Times & Twilight.  

 
17 Solstice and equinox (source: Zodiacal https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-

september-equinox/)  

 

https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/salahtimes/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-september-equinox/
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-september-equinox/


 

 

twilight never disappears.18 The graph below taken from a credible website illustrates 

the pattern of the ǎǳƴΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ in different months of the year.  

 

 
Fig 4: (Source: Summer twilight ς Explaining Science) 

 

¶ The blue line shows the path of the Sun at the June solstice 

¶ The brown line shows the path of the Sun in the middle of August 

¶ The green line shows the path of the Sun at the September equinox 

¶ The purple line shows the path of the Sun at the December solstice.19 

 

The above graph displays ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜƭƻǿ мн-13 degrees 

especially during the June solstice.  In some parts of England, astronomical twilight 

persists throughout the night whereas in the extreme north such as Scotland, nautical 

twilight persists all night until dawn. Shafaq abyadh and possibly shafaq ahmar (which 

appears during nautical and the early phase of astronomical twilight) do not disappear. 

 
18 See articles The sun - Why is twilight longer in summer than winter and shortest at the equinox - Astronomy Stack Exchange, 

available at: https://astronomy.stackexchange.com/questions/2408/why-is-twilight-longer-in-summer-than-winter-

and-shortest-at-the-equinox [accessed July 2021] 
Summer twilight ς Explaining Science,  available at:  https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/ 

[accessed July 2021] 
 
19 Summer twilight ς Explaining Science, available at: https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/ 

[accessed July 2021] 
 

https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/
file:///C:/Users/Abdul%20Waheed/Documents/Al-Mumin%20Work/Al%20Mumin%20Nikah%20&%20Fatawa%20Dept/JKN%20Fatawa%20Dept/Fiqhi%20articles/New%20Articles/The%20sun%20-%20Why%20is%20twilight%20longer%20in%20summer%20than%20winter%20and%20shortest%20at%20the%20equinox%20-%20Astronomy%20Stack%20Exchange
https://astronomy.stackexchange.com/questions/2408/why-is-twilight-longer-in-summer-than-winter-and-shortest-at-the-equinox
https://astronomy.stackexchange.com/questions/2408/why-is-twilight-longer-in-summer-than-winter-and-shortest-at-the-equinox
https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/
https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/
https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/
https://explainingscience.org/2019/06/16/summer-twilight/


 

 

During this phenomenon, the night gradually merges into Fajr time obscuring the start 

time of ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ CŀƧǊ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ20 The phenomenon of 

persistence twilight where astronomical twilight does not fully disappear occurs around 

13th May until 31st July according to the HM Nautical Twilight data.21 During early 

May and late August, shafaq abyadh disappears close to midnight creating difficulty for 

people to pray ᾺLǎƘņ ƭŀǘŜΦ  

 

Classical Hanafi jurists such as Ibn 'ōƛŘơƴ {ƘņƳƛ v  and others recall the case of Bulghar 

whose citizens also faced a similar predicament of perpetual twilight. Bulghar city is 

located towards the extreme northern point in modern day Russia with latitudinal 

coordinates of 54-ру ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ LƳņƳ ¢Ƙŀǘņǿƛ v  described this region as extremely cold. 

During the first forty days of the summer season the sun remains in the sky for twenty-

three hours and sets for only an hour.22 ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻƴ-existent as its 

inhabitants experienced one hour of night only giving very little time to pray ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ 

CŀƧǊΦ LƳņƳ aŀǊƧņƴƛ v  ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘǎ LƳņƳ !ƘƳŀŘ ƛōƴ CŀŘƭņƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

observation when he entered Bulghar and a tent was erected for him on the first night 

ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ IŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎΣ άWe waited for a short time expecting the call to prayer for ᾺLǎƘņΦ 

When we heard the call to prayer and stepped outside of the tent, Fajr had started. I 

asked the MuΩŀŘƘƛƴΣ ά²ƘƛŎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ did you call ŦƻǊΚέ IŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άCƻǊ CŀƧǊΦέ L asked, 

 
20 See RŜŜŘǿŀƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƭƛƎƘǘ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ŀǘΥ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI1mcO8fC9s 

[accessed July 2021] 
 
21 HM Nautical Almanac Office: Twilights (ukho.gov.uk) available at: 

http://astro.ukho.gov.uk/nao/miscellanea/birs2.html  and http://www.govwire.co.uk/news/hm-nautical-almanac-

office [accessed July 2021] 

 
22 Hashiya Tahtawi p. 178  

ȀȎȩà Ž ȨȦȊȱä ǢɆȢȵ ȰǤȩ ȀǲȦȱä ǠȾɆȥ ȜȲȖɅ úȀȊȱä ɂȎȩдĀ îǠȢȲǤȭ ǼȲǣ Ž þǠȭ þд "ȼɆȲȝ ǠǤƶ Ɓ" ȀǩɀȱäĀ ÞǠȊȞȱä Ăà "ǠȶȾǪȩĀ Ǽƶ Ɓ ȸȵĀ"  ƃǠɆȱ
 .ȄɆȱĀ Ǩȩɀȱä ɀȽĀ ǢǤȆȱä ìɀǱĀ ýǼȞȱ ǦȺȆȱä 

Ž" :ȼȱɀȩ øȽä ìƎȱä æǼɅǼȉ üǠȶȊȱä Ž ǦǣîǠȑ ǦǤȱǠȪȎȱä ǦȺɅǼȵ îǠȢȲǣ üɀȪǩ ǦȵǠȞȱäĀ þɀȮȆȥ ȴȒǣ ƗȞɅ ȨȕȀȪȭ ȀȢȲǣ ðɀȵǠȪȱä Ž üǠȩ "îǠȢȲǤȭ"  ƃǠɆȱ ȀȎȩà
 "ǦȺȆȱä åȀȢǩĀ ǦȝǠȅ ȸɅȀȊȝĀ ˪Ɏǭ óîɉä ȼǱĀ ɂȲȝ ȴȽǼȺȝ ǬȮƢ ȄȶȊȱä þǚȥ þǠȕȀȆȱä ðàî ȄȶȊȱä üɀȲǵ ǼȺȝ ȤɆȎȱä üĀà Ž ǦȲɆȱ þɀȞǣîà ɀȽĀ

 ǼȲǤȱä óȀȝ ǢȆǵ ɂȲȝ æǼǵäĀ ǦȝǠȅ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI1mcO8fC9s
http://astro.ukho.gov.uk/nao/miscellanea/twilight/
http://astro.ukho.gov.uk/nao/miscellanea/birs2.html


 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ᾺLǎƘņΚέ IŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ά²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƎƘǊƛōΦέ {ƻ, L ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΚέ IŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ, the night is shorter 

ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎΗ LǘΩǎ getting ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƴƻǿΗέ IŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

sleep at night fearing he would miss Fajr {ŀƭņƘ.έ23 We come to discover that the people 

of Bulghar also experienced the predicament in the obscurity of ᾺLǎƘņ beginning time 

and combined it with Maghrib together due to persistent twilight.  

 

The case of Bulghar initiated an internal debate among the Hanafi jurists on the 

obligation of ᾺLǎƘņΦ {ƻƳŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƻǊȅ at all due to its absence of time 

whilst others considered it necessary to estimate its time by adopting one of the 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΤ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀƭŦΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ 

ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǾŀƭƛŘ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŦƻǊǘƘ όǎŜŜ ŦƻƻǘƴƻǘŜύ.24    

 
23 ȼȹä Ǡƫ ýǼȩ îǠȢȲǣ  Ĉù üĀä ǦȲɆȱ äɀǪĈǣ Ǡŏ ȼǪǤȩ ǦǣĀȀȒƫä Ûȼȱ ȼȞȵĀ ôǠɆǹ   þǠȭ ȬȲȶȲȱ ȸȵ ȰȽä ìäǼȢǣ ǠȺǭǼǶǪɆȱ üǠȩ ǠȺǭǼǶǪȥ îäǼȪȵ Ǡȵ ȀȪɅ  þǠȆȺĆȱä ȤȎȹ  
ǦȝǠȅ ȸĆȹĀ ȀȚǪȺȹ  þäíà ÞǠȊȞȱä äíǠȥ  þäǾĆȲĈǣ ǠȺǱȀǺȥ ȸȵ ǦǤȪȱä ǼȩĀ ȜȲȕ ȀǲȦȱä. 
ǨȲȪȥ ÛþíǘȶȲĆȱ Ăà ÞɄȉ ÝǨȹíà ÛüǠȩ ȀǲȦȱä .ÛǨȲȩ ÞǠȊȞȥ ÝƘĆƪä üǠȩ ǠȾɆȲȎȹ Ȝȵ åȀȢƫä .ÛǨȲȩ ÝȰɆȲȱǠȥ ÛüǠȩ  Ǡȶȭ  ÛĂȀǩ ǼȩĀ  þǠȭ ȀȎȩà ȸȵ ÛäǾȽ  ǼȩĀ 
Ǿǹà ȸĊȱä  Ĉù üɀȖȱä .ȀȭíĀ ȼȹä ǾȺȵ ȀȾȉ Ǡȵ  ĆƄ ȰɆȲȱä Ǡȥɀǹ ȸȵ  þä ȼǩɀȦɅ ǦŉȲȍ ǴǤȎȱä 
ǦȱǠȅî ȸǣä ȸŉȲȒȥ ǦǤȱǠȪȎȱä  )ò Ččď ı Đ ǼȾȊǪȅä  Ĉù æîɀȚĆȹ ȨĊȱä  ĈþǠǱȀȶȲĆȱ ò ĎēĐ (ı 

 
24 Hanafi jurists suggested one of the following alternatives, some of which borrowed from other legal schools.  

¶ Some considered that LǎƘņ was no longer compulsory due to the absence of its ǎŀōŀōΦ LƳņƳ ŀƭ-aŀǊƧņƴơ disagrees 

with this position (which will be discussed later). 

¶ Some considered it valid by adopting a precautious attitude, however for fear that it may not be a compulsory 

prayer, to pray it individually. 

¶ Some prayed it by adopting the school of LƳņƳ aņƭƛƪ (ra) or LƳņƳ {ƘņŦƛΩơ (ra) or other CǳǉŀƘņΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 

they viewed it compulsory and prayed it by utilising their methods as detailed below in exceptional 

circumstances. 

¶ Some were of the view that the prayer time had occurred because the shafaq that needed to be considered 

was shafaq ahmar, which had disappeared. Therefore, this is referring to those days in which it would disappear. 

¶ Some were of the view that the shafaq should disappear in the direction of the horizon in which the sun has set; 

in other words, the western horizon. The light on the eastern horizon was considered as the start of dawn. As a 

result the night was split into two (NiἹf al-[ŀȅƭύΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘ όLǎƘņύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ 

representing dawn (Fajr). So they would not eat after half the night if they were fasting the next day. 

¶ {ƻƳŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ LǎƘņ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǉŀŘƘņ of the LǎƘņ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

¶ {ƻƳŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ LǎƘņ after half the night was over as in, the second half of the night. 



 

 

Among those Hanafi jurists that maintained ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōǎƻƭǾŜŘ were LƳņƳ .ŀǉņƭƭƛ v , 

LƳņƳ bŀǎŀŦƛ v  ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ YŀƴȊ 5ŀǉņƛǉ ŀƴŘ LƳņƳ aŀǊƎƘƛƴņƴƛ v . They argued that, 

time was the primary sabab όŎŀǳǎŜύ ŦƻǊ {ŀƭņƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀōŀō ƛǎ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ 

obligation is not applicable just as a person with amputated arms and feet is absolved 

from the obligation of washing them for wudhu.25 Prominent jurists such as Ibn Humņm 

 
¶ Some would calculate based on the times of the closest region to them who continued to have shafaq 

disappearing. 

 

Translation taken from LǎƘņ ŀǘ IƛƎƘ [ŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΚ available at: https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/highlat/  

ȴȾȺȵ  :ȸȵ ȰȽǠȆɅ ǦɆȲȮȲĈǣ ȴȝȂɅĀ ôɀȪȅ ȻǾȽ ǦȒɅȀȦȱä ȬȲǪĈȥ ýˬɉä ȸȵ ǦȺȆȱä ȴȽǼȞǣàĀ ȸȝ ȨĊȱä ȴȾȲȑàĀ  ȸȝ Þäɀȅ ȰɆǤȆȱä  äǾȽ 
 ȐȞǣ ȄɆȱĀ ȻǼȺȝ ÞɄȉ â ŉɍùȀȍ ìǠȶǲȺĆȱä ɄȲȝ ǼɆȲȪǪȱä ǢȎȞǪȱäĀ  Ȑǂä. 
ȴȾȺȵ  :ȸȵ ôǠƷ ǾǹиĀ ôɀǶĆȲĈǣ ù Ȝȑäɀȵ ȤŉȲĊȱä ƎǪȞɅĀ üäɀȩɉä ǦɆȮǂä ǠȾɆȥ ǦǶɆǶȍ ǠȽäȀɅĀ Ǧǲǵ ǦɆȝȀȉ. 
ȴȾȺȵ  :ȸȵ ǠȾɆȲȎɅ äǾǹß ǢȽǾĈǣ ȬȱǠȵ ɄȞȥǠȊȱäĀ ǠćȽƘȡĀ ȸȵ Ǧȵɉä. 
ȴȾȺȵĀ  :ȸȵ üɀȪɅ  þâ Ǩȩɀȱä ȰǹǼɅ ȸĆȱ ȨȦȊȱä ɀȽ æȀȶĊȱä ɄȲȝ Ǵȍɉä ɄȽĀ ǢɆȢǩ  ŉ˫âĀ ɄȪǤɅ óǠɆǤȱä æȀȦȎȱäĀ ɄȽĀ ǠȽƘȡ ȸȵĀ 
Ȭȱí  ǢȽí ɀǣà ƃǠȞƫä ȸȵ ǦɆȞȥǠȊȱä â ŉɍ þĆà üĀà ǨȩĀ ÞǠȊȞȱä  ĊɄǵ ǢɆȢɅ ȨȦȊȱä ɀȽĀ æȀȦȎȱä  þĀì óǠɆǤȱä æȀȶĊȱäĀ. 
ȴȾȺȵĀ  :ȸȵ üɀȪɅ  þä ȨȦȊȱä ǢɆȢɅ ȸȵ ǦȾǱ åȀȢȱä ȰƮĀ  üɀȥɉä ǠȵäĀ ɄȪǤɅ  Ĉù ǢȹǠƨä ȀĊƪä ǦȾǱĀ öɀȲȖȱä ǼȞǣ üɀȍĀ  ȄȶȊȱä 
ƃâ Ȕǹ ȤȎȹ îǠȾȺȱä  Ĉù ǠȾȕǠȖĆȹä ɀȾȥ åɀȆƮ ȸȵ ǴǤȎȱä äǾȱĀ ȜȺȵ  ȐȞǣ ȸȵ ȴȝï ôɀȪȅ ÞǠȊȞȱä ȸȝ Ȱȭà ȀǶȆȱä ǼȞǣ   ȤȎȹ 
ȰɆȲȱä  Ĉù ȻǾȽ çǠȩĀɉä. 
ȴȾȺȵĀ  :ȸȵ ȤȲȮǪɅ ĂɀȺɅĀ  Ĉù  Ȱȭ ýɀɅ ÞǠȒȩ ÞǠȊȝ ýɀɆȱä ȨǣǠȆȱä. 
ȴȾȺȵĀ  :ȸȵ ɄȲȎɅ ǼȞǣ ÞǠȒȪȹä ȤȎȹ ȰɆȲȱä. 
ȴȾȺȵĀ  :ȸȵ üɀȪɅ ȀɅǼȪǪȲĈǣ ƎǪȞɅĀ ǦǤɆȡ ȨȦȊȱä  Ĉù åȀȩä ǼŉȲǤȱä ȴȾɆȱâ äíǠȥ ɄȒȵ ȸȵ  þǠȵȂȱä îǼȩ Ǡȵ ǢɆȢɅ ȼɆȥ ȨȦȊȱä  Ĉù åȀȩä 
 þäǼȲǤȱä ȴȾɆȱâ Ȱǹì ǨȩĀ ÞǠȊȞȱä éȀǹĀ ǨȩĀ åȀȢƫä ɄȒǪȪȵĀ Ȭȱí  þà ǠȽɀȲȎɅ  Ćüä  Ĉù ȤȎȹ ȰɆȲȱä ǦǣɀǤɆȢȲĈǣ  Ĉù åȀȩä  þäǼȲǤȱä ȴȾɆȱâ  ćè  åȀȩɉä  ĈǨǵ  
ǢɆȢɅ ȴȽǼȺȝ .æîɀȚĆȹ ȨĊȱä  ĈþǠǱȀȶȲĆȱ ò ĎĔċ 

25 DǳǊǊǳƭ aǳƪƘǘņǊ ǿŀ ƘŀǎƘƛȅŀƘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘŜŜƴ {ƘņƳƛΣ Yƛǘņōǳǎ {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ м, p. 18  

 

 ĆîǠĆȢĊȲćøǣ ĈȰĊȽĆǖĆȭ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĈǨĊȩĆĀ ĈǼĈȩǠĆȥ ĈŽ ĄǢĆȲĊȖĆȵ 
 ǠĆǪĈĉȊȱä ĈǦŉɆĈȺɆĈȞĆǣĊîĆà ĈŽ ĈȨĆȦŉȊȱä ĈåĀćȀćȡ ĆȰĊǤĆøȩ ćȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ćȜćȲĊȖĆɅ ǠĆȾɆĈȥ ŉþĈǚĆȥ ÛĆîǠĆȢĊȲćøǤĆȭ (ǠĆȶĈȾĈǪĊȩĆĀ ćǼĈȩǠĆȥĆĀ)(ǠĆȶćĆƬ ćîĈĉǼĆȪćøɆĆøȥ ǠĆȶĈĈŏ ĄȤŉȲĆȮćȵ) ĈÞ    ĆƓĊȥĆà ĈȼĈǣ ĈÞäĆìĆĊɉä ĈǨĊȩĆĀ ĈǼĊȪĆȦĈȱ ĆÞǠĆȒĆȪĊȱä ĂĈɀĊȺĆøɅ ĆɍĆĀ
 ĈĉȺĆȎćȶĊȱä ĆȴĆȝĆȂĆøȥ ÛćȼĆǶŉǶĆȎĆȥ ĈȻĈïǠĆȢĊȱĆà ĈŽ ĈǦĆȺĊǶĈĉȊȱä ćȸĊǣä ćȼĆȞĈǤĆǩĆĀ ÛćüǠĆȶĆȮĊȱä ćȻĆîǠĆǪĊǹäĆĀ ćƘĈǤĆȮĊȱä ćþǠĆȽĊćƎĊȱä Ćȅ ĈýĆǼĆȞĈȱ ǠĆȶĈĈŏ ćȤŉȲĆȮćɅ (Ćɍ ĆȰɆĈȩĆĀ) ćǢĆȽĊǾĆȶĊȱä ćȼŉȹĆà ćȤ ĈŽ ĆýĆȂĆǱ ĈȼĈǣĆĀ ÛǠĆȶĈȾĈǤĆǤ
 ŊȊȱä ćȼĆǶŉǱĆîĆĀ ƆǠȺɆȡȀƫäĀ ŊĈƆäĆɀĊȲĆĊƩä ćȼĆȪĆøȥäĆĀĆĀ ÛŊĈƃǠŉȪĆøǤĊȱä ĆƓĊȥĆà ĈȼĈǣĆĀ ɂĆȪĆøǪĊȲćȶĊȱäĆĀ ĈîĆîŊǼȱäĆĀ ĈȂĊȺĆȮĊȱä ćüǠĆȶĆȮĊȱä ćȻĆȀĆȭĆí ǠĆȵ ǠĆȞĆøȺĆȵĆĀ ĆüǠĆȪĆȶĊȱä ǠĆȞĆȅĊĀĆàĆĀ ÛŊĈƑĆȲĆĊƩäĆĀ ŊĈƃĆɎćǤĊøȹćȀ   ćȻćǼĈȝǠĆȆćɅ ĆɍĆĀ :ǨĊȲćøȩ

 ąȀĊȾćș ĈǦĆǝǠĈȶĈǮĆȲĆøǭ ĊȸĈȵ ćȀĆøǮĊȭĆà ĆǢĆǱĆĀ ĊþĈâĆĀ ćȼŉȹĆĈɉ ÜĈüǠŉǱŉǼȱä ćǬɅĈǼĆǵ  ĆȪĆøȥ ǠĆȾɆĈȥ ǠŉȵĆàĆĀ ÛćþǠĆȵŉȂȱä Ćɍ ćǦĆȵĆɎĆȞĊȱä ĈȼɆĈȥ ĆìɀćȪĊȦĆȶĊȱä ŉþĆĈɉ ÜǠĆȺĈǪĆȱĆǖĊȆĆȶĆȭ ĆȄĊɆĆȱ ĈüäĆĀŉȂȱä ĆȰĊǤĆøȩ ăɎĆǮĆȵ.ĈþäĆȀĊȵĆĊɉä ĆǼĈȪćȥ ĊǼ 
 

https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/highlat/


 

 

v  ŀƴŘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘơn Shņmi v  disapproved of this view and maintained that ᾺLǎƘņ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

remained obligatory irrespective of its sabab existing or not. They adduce the prophetic 

IŀŘơǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ 5ŀƧƧņƭΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊǘȅ ŘŀȅǎΤ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ 

stretching long as a year, second day stretching to long as a month, his third day long as 

a week and the remaining thirty-seven day to be like the normal days of the year. A 

companion asked, άh aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭņƘΗ ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ 

{ŀƭņƘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΚέ He responded, άbƻΗ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǘ όƛǘǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊύΦέ26  

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

absence of their times. The analogy of the amputation of hands and feet given is 

incorrect because in the case of amputation, no alternative exists as of which, the Shariah 

absolves them from the obligation of wudhu. In contrast, an alternative method is 

prescribed explicitly in the text namely, estimating its time. Moreover, there is an 

established principle that analogy is a valid recourse only in the absence of a clear text 

but where a clear text exists, any analogical argument against it becomes void. 
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 ĈǨɆĈȩäĆɀĆȶĊȱä ćåĆ˨  

 ĊȴćȽĆǼĊȺĈȝ ĈȨĆȦŉȊȱä ĈǦĆǣɀćǤĊøɆĆȡ ĆȰĊǤĆøȩ ćȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ćȜćȲĊȖĆɅ ĆȰɆĈȩ ǠĆȶĆȭ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ćǨĊȩĆĀ ĊȴćȽĆǼĊȺĈȝ ćǼĆǱɀćɅ Ćɍ ĊȸĆȵĆĀ ćîǠĆǪĊćƯ ĆɀćȽĆĀ ÛĈǢĆǤŉȆȱä ĈýĆǼĆȞĈȱ ĊȴĈȾĊɆĆȲĆȝ ĈåɀćǱćɀĊȱä ĈýĆǼĆȞĈǣ ŊĈƃǠŉȪĆøǤĊȱä ĆƓĊȥĆà Û
ÛĈĊƙĆȪĈȥĊȀĆȶĊȱä ĊȸĈȵ ǠĆȶĈȾĈȝɀćȖĊȪĆȵ ĊȸĆȝ ĈÞɀćȑćɀĊȱä ĊȸĈȵ ĈȸĊɅĆǼĆɆĊȱä ćȰĊȆĆȡ ćȔćȪĊȆĆɅ ǠĆȶĆȭ ĈȂĊȺĆȮĊȱä ĈǢĈǵǠĆȍ  ĆɍĆĀ ÛǠĆĈŏɀćǱćɀĈǣ ćƘĈǤĆȮĊȱä ŊĈƆǠĆȽĊćƎĊȱä ćýǠĆȵĈĊɋä ĆƓĊȥĆàĆĀ ÛćȼĆȪĆøȥäĆĀ ŉćŻ ŊĈƆäĆɀĊȲĆĊƩä ćȻĆȀĆȮĊȹĆàĆĀ
 ĆɎĆȝ ĆȰĈȞćǱ ĂĈǾŉȱä ĈĉɄ

ĈȲĊȞĆĊƨä ĈȼĈǤĆǤĆȅ ĆĊƙĆǣĆĀ ĈóĊȀĆȦĊȱä ĈĉȰĆĆƮ ĈýĆǼĆȝ ĆĊƙĆǣ ĈúĊȀĆȦĊȱä ĈçɀćǤćøǭ ĈŽ ĄȰĈĉȵĆǖĆǪćȵ ćåĆ˩ĊȀĆøɅ Ċȱä ɂĆȲĆȝ ăǦĆȵ  ĈìŊǼĆȞĆøǩ ĈïäĆɀĆǱĆĀ ĈȀĊȵĆĊɉä ĈȄĊȦĆøȹ ĈŽ ĈǨĈǣǠŉǮȱä ĈĉɄ
ĈȦĆĊƪä ĈåɀćǱćɀ

 ĈùĈĉȀĆȞćȶĊȱä ćÞǠĆȦĈǪĊȹä ĈǨĊȩĆɀĊȱä ćÞǠĆȦĈǪĊȹǠĆȥ ÛĈÞĊɄŉȊȲĈȱ ĈçǠĆȥĈĉȀĆȞćȶĊȱä 

26 Lōƴ IǳƳņƳΣ CŀǘƘǳƭ vŀŘŜŜǊΣ Yƛǘņō {ŀƭŀƘΣ Ǿƻƭ 1 p. 224 

 ĊçĆǖĆȕäĆɀĆøǩ ǠĆȵ ĆɀćȽĆĀ ÛĆǼĈǱćĀ ĊǼĆȩĆĀ ĆȀĆǹß ąȰɆĈȱĆì ĈïäĆɀĆĈƨ ăÞǠĆȦĈǪĊȹä ćýĈȂĊȲĆøǪĊȆĆɅ Ćɍ ąÞĊɄĆȉ ɂĆȲĆȝ ĈȰɆĈȱŉǼȱä ćÞǠĆȦĈǪĊȹäĆĀ  ǠĆȵ ĆǼĊȞĆøǣ ǠăȆĊĆƦ ĆæĆɎŉȎȱä ĆƂǠĆȞĆøǩ Ĉŉʋä ĈóĊȀĆøȥ ĊȸĈȵ ĈÞäĆȀĊȅĈĊɋä ćîǠĆǤĊǹĆà 
 ŉȀĆȪĆøǪĊȅä ŉćŻ ĆƙĈȆĊȶĆĈƝ ăɍŉĀĆà äĀćȀĈȵćà ĆĂĈĀćî ǠĆȵĆĀ ąȀĊȖćȩĆĀ ąȀĊȖćȩ ĈȰĊȽĆà ĆĊƙĆǣ ĈȼɆĈȥ ĆȰɆĈȎĊȦĆøǩ Ćɍ ÛĈúǠĆȥĊɇä ĈȰĊȽĆĈɉ ǠŋȵǠĆȝ ǠăȝĊȀĆȉ ĈȄĊȶĆĊƪä ɂĆȲĆȝ ćȀĊȵĆĊɉä  Ĉŉʋä ćüɀćȅĆî ĆüǠŉǱŉǼȱä ĆȀĆȭĆí¼

-  ĆȴŉȲĆȅĆĀ ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ćŉʋä ɂŉȲĆȍ- ĆøɅ ĆþɀćȞĆøǣĊîĆà :ĆüǠĆȩ ÝĈóĊîĆĊɉä ĈŽ ćȼćǮĊøǤĆȱ ǠĆȵ ǠĆȺĊȲćøȩ :  ĆüɀćȅĆî Ćˬ :ĆȰɆĈȪĆȥ ĊȴćȮĈȵŉˬĆǖĆȭ ĈȼĈȵŉˬĆà ćȀĈǝǠĆȅĆĀ ąǦĆȞćȶćǲĆȭ ĄýĊɀĆøɅĆĀ ąȀĊȾĆȊĆȭ ĄýĊɀĆøɅĆĀ ąǦĆȺĆȆĆȭ ĄýĊɀĆøɅ ǠăȵĊɀ
 ĄȴĈȲĊȆćȵ ćȻäĆĀĆî ¬ćȼĆȱ äĀćîćǼĊȩćä Ćɍ :ĆüǠĆȩ ÝąýĊɀĆøɅ ćæĆɎĆȍ ǠĆȺɆĈȦĊȮĆɅĆà ąǦĆȺĆȆĆȭ ĂĈǾŉȱä ćýĊɀĆøɆĊȱä ĆȬĈȱĆǾĆȥ Ĉŉʋä ĊĀĆà ăɎĆǮĆȵ ĈĉȰĈĉȚȱä ĈæĆîĀćĊƘĆȍ ĆȰĊǤĆøȩ ąȀĊȎĆȝ ĈǦĆǝǠĈȶĈǮĆȲĆøǭ ĊȸĈȵ ĆȀĆøǮĊȭĆà ĆǢĆǱĊĀĆà ĊǼĆȪĆøȥ Û

 ĈïĊɀĆøǩ ŉþĆà ĆĊƘĆȡ ÛĈýɀćȶćȞĊȱä ɂĆȲĆȝ ĄȄĊĆƦ ĈȀĊȵĆĊɉä ĈȄĊȦĆøȹ ĈŽ ĆǢĈǱäĆɀĊȱä ŉþĆà Ć˫ĊǼĆȦĆøǪĊȅǠĆȥ ÛĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ĊȄĈȩĆĀ ÛĈĊƙĆȲĊøǮĈȵ ĊȺĈȝ ĈçǠĆȩĊĀĆĊɉä ĆȬĊȲĈǩ ɂĆȲĆȝ ǠĆȾĆȞɅ  ǠĆȾĈȵĆǼĆȞĈǣ ćȔćȪĊȆĆɅ ĆɍĆĀ ÛǠĆȽĈìɀćǱćĀ ĆǼ
 ĆüǠĆȩ äĆǾĆȭĆĀ ÛćåɀćǱćɀĊȱä-  ĆȴŉȲĆȅĆĀ ĈȼĊɆĆȲĆȝ ćŉʋä ɂŉȲĆȍ-  ĆȒĆȪĊȱä ĂĈɀĊȺĆøɅ Ćɍ ćȼŉȹĆà ćǴɆĈǶŉȎȱä ÝĆÞǠĆȒĆȪĊȱä ĂĈɀĊȺĆøɅ ĊȰĆȽ ŉćŻ ¬ĈìǠĆǤĈȞĊȱä ɂĆȲĆȝ ćŉʋä ŉȸćȾĆøǤĆøǪĆȭ ąçäĆɀĆȲĆȍ ćȄĊĆƦ¼ ĈǨĊȩĆĀ ĈǼĊȪĆȦĈȱ ĆÞǠ

 ĆĊɉä .ǠăȒĊɅĆà ćȀĊøǩĈɀĊȱä ĈȼĈȱĊɀĆøȩ ɂĆȲĆȝ ćǢĈĆƶ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĈåɀćǱćɀĈǣ ĆƓĊȥĆà ĊȸĆȵĆĀ ĈÞäĆì 
 



 

 

The Hanafi jurists provided no specific calculation method due to the internal debate 

on the obligation of ᾺLǎƘņ {ŀƭņƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ hence, resorted to ǘƘŜ {ƘŀŦƛΩơ legal school 

(mentioned above). Ibn 'ōƛŘơƴ {ƘņƳƛ v  after discussing the matter at length concludes 

with the following statement.  

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ό{ŀƭņƘ 

ǘƛƳŜύ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ 5ŀƧƧņƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ όōŜŦƻǊŜύ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ {ƘŀŦƛΩơȅȅŀƘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘiming of ԚLǎƘņ 

according to their view is the disappearance of the shafaq (ahmar) in the closest region to 

ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΦέ27   

 

Ibn 'ōƛŘơƴ {ƘņƳƛ v  ŎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀŦƛΩơ ƳŀŘƘŀō ǘƘŀǘ ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

to the nearest latitudinal region where ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƛƳŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΦ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘơƴ {ƘņƳƛ v  

immediately follows the discussion on whether ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŘņ ƻǊ ǉŀŘƘņΦ IŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ 

the time of ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀŘņ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǉŀŘƘņΦ 

Others insist that due to the absence of time, it will be offered with the intention of 

qadha only.28 The reason why some opine as qadha, as Mufti Amjad argues, is because 

of the probability of Fajr occurring before praying ᾺLǎƘņΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǉŀŘƘŀ ƛǎ 

therefore a precautionary approach.29 In truth however, depending on which position 

 
27 DǳǊǊǳƭ aǳƪƘǘņǊ ǿŀ ƘŀǎƘƛȅŀƘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘŜŜƴ {ƘņƳƛΣ Yƛǘņōǳǎ {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ м, p. 18 

 ĆȒĆȩ ćǢĈĆƶ ćȼŉȹĆà ĆìäĆȀćȶĊȱä ŉþĆà ĈȐĊɆĆȦĊȱä ĈæĆîǠĆǤĈȝ ĊȸĈȵ ćȀĆȾĊȚĆɅ ĂĈǾŉȱĆäĆĀ ÛĈȀɅĈǼĊȪŉøǪȱä ĆƖĊȞĆȵ ĈŽ ćýĆɎĆȮĊȱä ĆɄ
ĈȪĆǣ  ǠĆȶĆȭ ĆǼĈǱćĀ ĊǼĆȩ ĈåɀćǱćɀĊȱä ĆǢĆǤĆȅ ĈƗĊȝĆà ĆǨĊȩĆɀĊȱä ŉþĆà ĆîĈĉǼĆȪćøɅ ĊþĆĈд ÛĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ćÞǠ

 ŉǼȱä ĈýŉˬĆà ĈŽ ćȻćìɀćǱćĀ ćîŉǼĆȪćøɅ ĊɀĆøȩ ĊȸĆȝ ă˨äĆɀĆǱ ćǨĊȩĆɀĊȱä ćîŉǼĆȪćøɅĆĀ ćȼćȱĊɀĆøȩ ćþɀćȮĆɆĆøȥ ÛĈǢĆǤŉȆȱä ĈþĀćǼĈǣ ćǢĈĆƶ Ćɍ ćȼŉȹĆĈɉ ÜĈźĊĆи ǠĆȵ ɂĆȲĆȝ ĈüǠŉǱ.ĈǢĆǤŉȆȱä ĈýĆǼĆȞĈȱ ĈüŉĀĆĊɉä ĈŽ ĈȼĈȱ  ŉ˫Ćà ćȼćȲĈȍǠĆǵĆĀ
 ŉþĆà ćȰĈȶĆǪĊĆƷĆĀ .ĈüǠŉǱŉǼȱä ĈýŉˬĆà ĈŽ ǠĆȶĆȭ ćȻćȀɅĈǼĊȪĆøǩ ɄĈȦĊȮĆɅ ĊȰĆǣ ăǦĆȪɆĈȪĆǵ ĈǢĆǤŉȆȱä ĈìɀćǱćĀ ĆýĀćȂćȱ ćȴĈĉȲĆȆćȹ Ćɍ  ćþɀćȮĆɅ ćȼŉȹĆà ĊȸĈȵ ćǦŉɆĈȞĈȥǠŉȊȱä ćȼĆȱǠĆȩ ǠĆȵ ĆɀćȽ ĈîɀćȭĊǾĆȶĊȱä ĈȀɅĈǼĊȪŉøǪȱĈ˨ ĆìäĆȀćȶĊȱä

 ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĆǨĊȩĆĀÛćȀĆȾĊșĆà ćüŉĀĆĊɉä ĆƖĊȞĆȶĊȱäĆĀ ÛĊȴĈȾĊɆĆȱâ ĈìĆɎĈǤĊȱä ĈåĆȀĊøȩĆà ĈŽ ćȨĆȦŉȊȱä ĈȼɆĈȥ ćǢɆĈȢĆɅ ǠĆȵ ĈîĊǼĆȪĈǣ ĊȴĈȾĈĉȪĆǵ ĈŽ 
28 DǳǊǊǳƭ aǳƪƘǘņǊ ǿŀ ƘŀǎƘƛȅŀƘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘŜŜƴ {ƘņƳƛΣ Yƛǘņōǳǎ {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ м, p. 19 

 

ǠĆȭ ĊɀĆȱĆĀ ÛĈÞäĆìĆĊɉä Ćɍ ĈÞǠĆȒĆȪĊȱä ĈȰɆĈǤĆȅ ɂĆȲĆȝ ĈȼĈǣ ćüɀćȪĆøɅ ĈåɀćǱćɀĊȱĈ˨ ĆüǠĆȩ ĊȸĆȵ ŉþĆà ȬĆȱ ĆȀĆȾĆș ĆȬĈȱĆí ǨĊȶĈȲĆȝ äĆíâ ĆþɀćȮĆɅ ĊþĆà ĆýĈȂĆȱ ĊȴĈȾĊɆĆȱâ ĈìĆɎĈǤĊȱä ĈåĆȀĊøȩĆĈд ćîǠĆǤĈǪĊȝĈɍä Ćþ
 Ćǵ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȲĈȱ ǠăǪĊøȩĆĀ ĊȴćĆƬ ćȻĆ˫ĊĆƎĆǪĊȝä ĂĈǾŉȱä ćǨĊȩĆɀĊȱä ĄÞǠĆȒĆȩ ǠĆŉŒĆĈд äɀćǵŉȀĆȍ ĈåɀćǱćɀĊȱĈ˨ Ć˫ĆǼĊȺĈȝ ĆƙĈȲĈǝǠĆȪĊȱä ŉþĆà ĆȜĆȵ ăÞäĆìĆà ĈȼɆĈȥ ćÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ćþɀćȮĆǩ ćǬĊɆĆĈƜ ăǦĆȪɆĈȪ :ĈÞäĆìĆĊɉä ĈǨĊȩĆĀ ĈǼĊȪĆȦĈǣĆĀ  

 
29 Amjad Mohammed, The Islamic Prayer Times for ԚLǎƘņԓ and Fajr according to Muslims in the UK, published at the 

Institute of the Revival of Islamic Sciences (IRTIS) 



 

 

is adopted, when its fixed time has been calculated then it will be read with the intention 

ƻŦ ŀŘņ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ its time ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǉŀŘƘņΦ Considering the Bulghar case, one of the four 

estimation methods were adopted; 

a) Estimate by half of the night (nisful layl). In other words, the night will be 

divided into two parts between sunset and sunrise. The first half will mark ᾺLǎƘņ 

{ŀƭņƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ŦƻǊ CŀƧǊΦ 

b) 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ᾺLǎƘņ 

and Fajr times. That time then remains fixed throughout the remaining months 

until August. This is known as aqrab al-ayyņm.  

c) Estimation by following the calendar of the nearest region of the same latitude. 

This is known as aqrab al-bilad.  

d) Estimation by one-seventh of the night. Dividing the night from sunset to 

sunrise into seven portions; six portions for the night and one for subhu ǎņŘƛǉ.30 

 

Ibn 'ōƛŘơƴ {ƘņƳƛ v  further on comments on the erroneous assumption that many 

jurists held that darkness must precede the Fajr beginning time and therefore Fajr time 

like ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǘǿƛƭƛƎƘǘΦ  

 

άL ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŘƘŀō ƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

obligation of ԚLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘǊΦ We have not seen any one amongst them presenting (any view) 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉŀŘƘņ ƻŦ CŀƧǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ Instead, their discussion of the matter is identifying the Fajr 

because Fajr according to them is the name of white light spreading across the horizon 

according to the authentic narration as mentioned previously without specifying darkness 

preceding it albeit we do not accept the darkness not occurring hereΦέ31 

 
30 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, pp. 47-48.  

 
31 5ǳǊǊǳƭ aǳƪƘǘņǊ ǿŀ ƘŀǎƘƛȅŀƘ Lōƴ 'ōƛŘŜŜƴ {ƘņƳƛΣ Yƛǘņōǳǎ {ŀƭņƘΣ Ǿƻƭ мΣ ǇΦ му 

 ĊĆƁĆĀ ÛĊȔĆȪĆøȥ ĈȀĊǩĈɀĊȱäĆĀ ĈÞǠĆȊĈȞĊȱä ĈåɀćǱćĀ ĈŽ ĆɀćȽ ǠĆŉƴâ ĈǢĆȽĊǾĆȶĊȱä ĈǸĈɅǠĆȊĆȵ ĆĊƙĆǣ ćüɀćȪĊøȺĆȶĊȱä ćùĆɎĈĊƪä :ćüɀćȩĆà ǠĆŉƴĈâĆĀ ÛĈæĆîɀŊȎȱä ĈȻĈǾĆȽ ĈŽ ĈȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ĈÞǠĆȒĆȪĈȱ ĆóŉȀĆȞĆøǩ ĊȴćȾĊøȺĈȵ äăǼĆǵĆà ĆȀĆøȹ
 ăȀĊǲĆȥ ćȼćǪĆøɆĈȶĊȆĆǩ ĊȴĈȾĈȵĆɎĆȭ ĈŽ ćȜĈȩäĆɀĊȱä ŉȀĆȵ ǠĆȶĆȭ ĈǴɆĈǶŉȎȱä ĈǬɅĈǼĆǶĊȲĈȱ ǠăȪĈȥäĆɀćȵ ĈȨćȥćĊɉä ĈŽ ĈȀĈȊĆǪĊøȺćȶĊȱä ĈóǠĆɆĆøǤĊȲĈȱ ĄȴĊȅä ĊȴćȽĆǼĊȺĈȝ ĆȀĊǲĆȦĊȱä ŉþĆĈɉ Üä  Ćɍ ŉ˫Ćà ɂĆȲĆȝ .ąýĆɎĆș ĈȨĊǤĆȆĈǣ ąǼɆĈɆĊȪĆøǩ ĆɎĈǣ

.ćȻĆɀĊĆƲ ĆȀĆȭĆí ô ǨĊɅĆàĆî ŉćŻ ÛǠĆȺćȽ ĈýĆɎŉȚȱä ĆýĆǼĆȝ ćȴĈĉȲĆȆćȹ 



 

 

Ibn 'ōƛŘơƴ v  clarifies two matters here, firstly the dispute is regarding estimation of 

ᾺLǎƘņ {ŀƭņh, not Fajr (because it has a beginning time) and secondly, it is not a necessary 

condition that darkness must precede the Fajr. In this case, as Reedwan argues, the 

twilight shifting from the western to the eastern horizon at solar midnight would 

sufficiently mark the start time of Fajr due to the fulfilment of tabyơn ς horizontal light 

in the east. So, Fajr will not be valid so long as the twilight remains in the western 

horizon.32 

 

4. Dates of Perpetual Twilight and Practice of Local aŀǎņƧƛŘ  

 

The HM Nautical Almanac calendar that virtually every Masjid depends on for 

calculating ǘƘŜ {ŀƭņƘ times, provides us with information of varying latitudinal timings 

ƻŦ {ŀƭņƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ The below dates were taken from the HM Nautical Almanac 

with the consultation of Mufti Amjad Muhammad.33  This enables us to determine not 

just the ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǘǿƛƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

precise dates.  

 

1. Astronomical twilight disappears - Shafaq ahmar and abyadh both disappear 

between 18th August ς 24th March.  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƛǇǎ ŀǎ below as 24 

degrees. ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ. 

2. Shafaq abyadh disappearing late- This occurs roughly around 25th March ς 5th 

May and 8th -18th August. ᾺLǎƘņ time does exist but later. However, it can be read 

earlier before 11pm if one chooses to adopt the 15 degrees view. Following the 

ǎņƘƛōayn opinion of praying ᾺLǎƘņ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ shafaq ahmar is 

permissible. 

 
32 Reedwan argues that as the dispute is regarding the Isha start time and not Fajr and therefore, applying the aqr!ōǹl-

ayyam principle to Fajr as some contemporary Muftis have done so is a misunderstanding. Rather the correct method is 

nisful-layl. See detailed article on the Fajr calculation misunderstanding available at: Fajr misunderstanding.pdf  

 
33 Amjad Mohammed, The Islamic Prayer Times for ԚLǎƘņԓ and Fajr according to Muslims in the UK, published at the 

Institute of the Revival of Islamic Sciences (IRTIS). It must be noted that these estimations are for regions such as 

Bradford, Manchester, Leeds and so forth. These dates will differ from regions situated in the extreme south and extreme 

north.  

file:///C:/Users/awm78/Desktop/Personal%20Reading/Fajr%20misunderstanding.pdf


 

 

3.  Shafaq ahmar disappearing very late after 11pm (or close to midnight) - This 

is generally considered late. The estimated dates are 6th May ς 25th May and 17th 

July ς 7th August. Shafaq ahmar as already mentioned persists until the end of 

nautical twilight implying it continues much later than 11pm.  

4. Non-Existence of ᾺIshņ or persistent twilight ς This is the peak moment where 

ᾺIshņ virtually ceases to exist because the sunΩs depression does not set more than 

12-13 degrees below the horizon. Astronomical twilight does not occur as of which, 

traces of shafaq ahmar may still exist throughout the night. The dates recorded for 

this phenomenon are 26th May to 16th July.   

 

Based on the aforementioned data, point 1 and 2 are not so much contentious as ᾺLǎƘņ 

time does exists and no need for estimation. The primary concern is point 3 and 4. In 

point 3, shafaq ahmar disappears extremely late, potentially close to midnight after 

which ᾺLǎƘņ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎņƘƛōŀȅƴΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ however can prove 

difficult for many people for remaining awake late at night to pray ᾺLǎƘņ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

possibility of missing Fajr. Point 4 on the other hand, shafaq ahmar does not disappear 

prompting jurists in resorting to estimation.  

 

To resolve this predicament, many gatherings of senior Ulama were convened to solve 

this issue of which two are of particular importance. The first dates to June 9th 1982, in 

Savile Town, Dewsbury comprising of forty senior scholars chaired by Mufti Ismail 

Kacholvi. The committee of scholars proposed and signed the following resolutions; 

A) 5ŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ōƻǘƘ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ 

timings (on the timetable)  

B) During high altitude months, ᾺLǎƘņ ŀƴŘ CŀƧǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

IŀŘơǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŀƧƧŀƭΦ 

C) In consultation with other senior scholars, including Maulana Zafar Ahmad 

¦ǎƳņƴƛ v  issued the verdict of calculating 65 minutes (or one hour) after 

Maghrib (assuming that the shafaq ahmar disappeared on hour after maghrib). 



 

 

Essentially, when shafaq abyadh does not disappear but shafaq ahmar remains 

then to resort to ǎņƘƛōŀȅƴΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

D)  (In determining Fajr) applying the one-seventh rule as in dividing the night, 

sunset to sunrise into 7 parts; fist six for the night and the last portion (seventh) 

for subhu ǎņŘƛǉ.  

E) (Another option for subhu ǎņŘƛǉ) was to fix (arbitrarily) one hour and a half 

before sunrise to mark the beginning time of Fajr. This was proposed by Shaykh 

Maulana Ashraf Ali Thņnvi v .34  

 

Maulana Yaqub Qņsmi v  among the senior scholars and experienced researchers in this 

field participated and, in his book, he included the recorded minutes of the meeting, 

collection of fatwas of senior scholars for reference and provides valuable insight on the 

matter. He contended that the shafaq ahmar disappears after an hour, as is evident that 

the shafaq ahmar exceeds beyond the one-hour. On certain occasions, as observed the 

time gap between both shafaqs disappear (when shafaq abyadh disappears that is) can 

prolong to over 2-3 hours during high latitude months. Moreover, the fatwas of the 

senior scholars such as Shaykh Zafar ¦ǎƳņƴƛ v  and others cited were based in the 

context of India and are therefore not applicable to UK context. 35 A careful assessment 

of the fatwas reveals varying positions as each senior mufti proposed one method 

different from the other. For instance, citing Mufti Kacholvi ǎņƘƛōΩǎ ŦŀǘǿŀΣ ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōΩǳ ƭŀȅƭ όŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛȄ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴŜ-hour after 

maghrib and the last seventh for subhu ǎņŘƛǉ) Fajr. Mufti Mahmud Hasan Gangohi 

ǎņƘƛō v  who chaired a meeting of scholars on 29th May 1983 in Howard Street, 

Bradford, concluded with the preference of the aqrab al-ayyņm rule ς applying the last 

recorded official time of Fajr through the persistent twilight days.36 This decision was 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ WŀƳƛΩŀǘ ¦ƭŀƳŀ .Ǌƛǘŀƴƛŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ƘŀȅƪƘ 

 
34 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, pp. 49-54 

 
35 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, pp. 57-63 

 
36 aŀǳƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀǉǹō vŀǎƳƛΣ Subh {ņŘƛǉ wa Shafaq ki tahqeeq, pp. 94-99 ς 130-131 

 



 

 

Yusuf Motala sņhib v  as of which many timetables fix 1:30am as the standard time 

going by this principle. As for those following the one-seventh rule, they will begin their 

Fajr later than 1:30 am.  
 

Thus, we find that no standardized fixed method. Each Masjid adopted a position suited 

to their condition. According to the Wifaqul Ulama website, Fajr is fixed at 18 degrees 

on normal days but allowed employing one of the two positions; aqrab al-ayyņm and 

nisful layl (splitting the time between sunset and the next sunrise into two parts and the 

last portion is considered to be subh sņdiq) during high latitude months of persistent 

twilight.37 To further resolve the ᾺLǎƘņ {ŀƭņƘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ 

was convened (not date mentioned) and after 7 hours of deliberation, the gathering 

proposed one of the following estimation methods for ᾺLǎƘņ  όŀǎ ƴƻ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

reached due to the complexity of the issue); 

1. LǎƘņԓ times at each latitude should be restricted to 65 minutes after the local 

Astronomical sunset on the longest day of the year, accounting for the refraction 

of sunlight. This is the latest sunset at most location. 

2. LǎƘņԓ times at each latitude should be calculated at 15° degrees and at 1/7th of 

night and the lower value adopted.  

3. LǎƘņᾹ times should be locked at a certain time regardless of the latitude and 

sunset time for our country e.g. 23:00. LǎƘņᾹ times at each latitude should be 

calculated at 15° degrees otherwise locked at 23:00 and no later until LǎƘņᾹ sets 

earlier than 23:00. 

4. Local Ulama should look at Haraj for their individual communities, discuss and 

deliberate with senior scholars and adopt suitable times.38 
 

We can reasonably assume that despite the absence of a unified method, local aŀǎņƧƛŘ 

adopt either aqrab al-ayyņƳΣ ƴƛǎŦǳƭ ƭŀȅƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǳΩƭŀȅƭΣ ŦƛȄed 11:00pm or one-hour after 

maghrib for ᾺLǎƘņ arbitrarily.  

 
37 ²ƛŦŀǉǳƭ ¦ƭŀƳŀ {ŀƭņƘ times 2024, available at: https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/salahtimes/ 

  
38 Wifaqul Ulama; Isha at High Altitude, available at: https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/highlat/ 

https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/minutes2sunset/
https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/minutes2sunset/
https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/salahtimes/
https://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/highlat/


 

 

5. Is there Dispensation to Combine {ŀƭņƘs for those Struggling to Pray ᾺLǎƘņ 

Late? 

 

Practicing Muslims who genuinely struggle to pray ᾺLǎƘņ ƭŀǘŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

circumstances often enquire whether they are permitted to pray ᾺLǎƘņ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ-

hour or combine ᾺLǎƘņ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƎƘǊƛō. Circumstances may include such as women 

engaged in personal chores, young children needed to sleep so to wake up for Fajr and 

school on time, particular illnesses or working people who must wake up early for work 

and so forth. A recent case where a father enquired about his teenage daughter suffering 

from epileptic fits and at times exacerbated due to lack of sleep. The teenage girl is 

conscious of her {ŀƭņƘǎ but struggles to stay awake until 11:00pm to pray ᾺLǎƘņΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

case was a woman due to her daily chores (as well as other health issues) struggled to 

remain awake late and needed to wake up early to prepare her children for school. On 

certain occasions, due to extreme tiredness and lack of sleep she ends up missing her 

CŀƧǊ {ŀƭņƘ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƳŀƴȅΦ     
 

Majority of the Deobandi fatwas ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ Řƛǎŀƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭņƘǎ together for 

the fear of misappropriation of the ruling and because the Hanafi school generally do 

ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƭņƘǎΦ aŀǳƭŀƴŀ aŀǊƎƘǳō !ƘƳŀŘ [ŀƧǇǳǊƛ permitted praying 

ᾺLǎƘņ ǿƛǘƘ Maghrib in extreme circumstances. In his view, praying ᾺLǎƘņ ǿƛǘƘ Maghrib 

is in reality not combining the {ŀƭņƘs ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƭņƘǎ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ 

ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ {ŀƭņƘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎΣ ᾺLǎƘņ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ (perpetual 

twilight) is non-existent. His reasoning is based on two fundamental principles; firstly, 

drawing on the principles of haraj and necessity in matters of worship, if genuine 

difficulty exists then the Shariah allows ease. He vehemently condemns scholars 

stringently enforcing the one-hour rule without consideration of individual 

cirŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ aǳŦǘƛ {ŀΩơŘ 

Palanpuri sņhib v  and Shaykh Mufti Taqi Usmani sņhib who themselves allowed 

combining ᾺLǎƘņ with Maghrib during persistence shafaq. Maulana Marghub sņhib 



 

 

however does recommend a brief interlude between Maghrib and ᾺLǎƘņ for the Sunnah 

and Nafil prayers and to ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōƻǘƘ {ŀƭņƘǎΦ39   

We previously discussed that the one-hour rule was arbitrarily fixed for the sake of 

consistency and as a precaution. Nevertheless, this in our humble opinion cannot be 

emphatically enforced without consideration of individual circumstances. Classical 

Hanafi opinions were also divided on this matter and, as we argued no standardised 

method was fixed despite multiple attempts. We cited the case of Bulghar earlier where 

the local Muslims combined their ᾺLǎƘņ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƎƘǊƛōΦ  Moreover, we highlighted that 

Maulana Yaqub Qasmi ǎņƘƛō questioned the one-hour rule as it did not sufficiently 

demarcate the ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

variant timings from season to season.  In truth, there is no consensus on this matter but 

a precaution for consistency and to avoid abuse in the ruling. Concession therefore can 

be warranted for offering ᾺLǎƘņ with Maghrib as Maulana Marghub ǎņƘƛō argues, in 

exceptional circumstances under the laws of dharurah and hajat. We further suggest the 

following matters to be considered; 

 

1. The dispensation applies during perpetual twilight period only and not 

throughout the year. 

2. The application of concession is judged by each individual case and not generic. 

Personal circumstances must consist of genuine constrain. Seeking concession 

with the intention of fulfilling personal satisfaction or misappropriation is strictly 

forbidden.    

3. When seeking dispensation, ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊŦǳƭ ƻŦ !ƭƭņƘΩǎ 

accountability and full transparency of their specific condition.  

4. We recommend consulting your case with a reputable mufti to determine your 

eligibility of such dispensation in which case, the questioner must be honest and 

sincere in clarifying their personal circumstances.  

 

 
39 See Maulana Marghub Ahmad Lajpuri, Shafaq Ghaib Na ho to Maghrib ke Sath Parna, pdf available at: 

Combining Salahs in absence of Shafaq - Ml Marghub.pdf 

file:///C:/Users/awm78/Desktop/Personal%20Reading/Complete/Combining%20Salahs%20in%20absence%20of%20Shafaq%20-%20Ml%20Marghub.pdf


 

 

Below is a summary of the twilight and the rulings. 

 

 

Important Dates 

The depression of the sun is the same for ᾺLǎƘņ and Fajr beginning time. 3 degrees difference between the 

two shafaqs and the two fajrs.  Two mainstream opinions 15 and 18 degrees 

Ruling on  ᾺLǎƘņ Explanation for ᾺLǎƘņ Dates 

Adopting the original opinion of the 

disappearance of the shafaq (15 or 18) is 

necessary.  

During these times shafaq abyadh 

disappears. 
18th August -24th 

March 

Can pray ᾺLǎƘņ earlier than 11pm according to 15 

degrees or according to ǎņƘƛōayn opinion of the 

end of shafaq ahmar. 

 

ᾺLǎƘņ exists and shafaq abyadh 

disappears after 11pm. 

25th March ς 5th May 

9th ς 18th August 

Adopt one of the following positions: 

a) Pray ᾺLǎƘņ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ όƛŦ possible, 

e.g. 11:30pm) 

b) Pray ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǘǎ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ CŀƧr at 

beginning time 

c) Some have suggested one-hour after Maghrib 

(though debatable) 

d) May combine both Maghrib and ᾺLǎƘņ 

together in exceptional circumstances. 

 

Shafaq Ahmar does not disappear 

until much later than 11:00pm or 

close to midnight and praying ᾺLǎƘņ 

can be difficult for some people. 

 

6th May ς 25th May  

 

17th July ς 8th August 

[43 days in total] 

Adopt one of the following positions: 

a) Pray ᾺLǎƘņ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ Maghrib. 

b) Estimation ς half the night (solar midnight), 

ƭŀǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ {ŀƭņƘ, one-seventh or nearest 

days of the last recorded time. 

c) Pray any time after 11:00pm 

d) May combine both Maghrib and ᾺLǎƘņ 

together in exceptional circumstances. 

e) Pray ᾺLǎƘņ with Maghrib with a short interval 

in between (preferably 20-30 minutes). 

No ᾺLǎƘņ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

shafaqs do not completely disappear. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ 

below 12 ς 13 degrees.  

26th May ς16th July  

[52 days]  

 
 

 


