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Qadha Umri for all of the Intentionally Missed Salahs
Sy 5 8 Ay 5 (WSohe pM)

Q: Some people are of the opinion that there is no Qadha Salah for those Muslims
that have not been praying for many years. I am a follower of the Hanafi Madhab
and have always believed that a Muslim has to offer Qadha Salah of the previus
years. But T have no evidence to show the people who claim there is no Qadha
Salah. Please could you give me evidence from the Qur'an and Hadith to prove the
validity of the Qadha Salah as well as the opinions of the four Madhabs with the
references? There is also a Hadith which people quote which I don't remember
that the exact Hadith, but the nearest meaning is that the Hadith says, ‘there is no
expiation for an intentionally missed Salah (it might be part of a longer Hadith)’.
Please could you explain the true meaning of the Hadith?
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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Answer

Salzh is regarded as one of the most important pillars of the Deen and a fundamental
right of Allah 4, Just like any monetary debt that full payment is the only way to absolve
£ which is fulfilled only by

performing it. Performing Qadha of the previously missed Salahs is necessary whether

oneself from financial debt, Salah is a debt owed to Allah 4

they were missed intentionally or unintentionally, as long as one is able to do so during
their lifetime, regardless of the number of Salahs missed. Evidences from the Quran and
Sunnah [which are explained below | substantiate this fact. All of the four Sunni Schools
of thought unanimously agree that Qadha is the only way to expiate all of the
intentionally omitted Salahs. Mere repentance as an atonement is not sufficient albeit it

is necessary due to negligence. Details and evidences are explained below.
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Evidences from the Qur'an and Sunnah

45 states in the Holy Qur'an;
“Verily I am Allah, There is no God but Me so worship me and establish Salah for my
remembrance.” (Surah at-Taha 20:14)

The Mufassiroon [Quranic exegetes] such as Imam Aba Bakar al-Jassas & and others
comment that the words “establish Salah” refers to performing Qadha Salah.
Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik 4 narrates from the Messenger of Allah %, “Whosoever
forgets Salah then he should perform it when he remembers it, verily Allah states, and
establish Salah for my remembrance.” This is the position of all the scholars in this
respect with the exception of an isolated opinion [viewing the contrary] who have

opposed the clear text which [the contrary opinion] is rejected. !

Clearly the above verse unconditionally implies to the obligation of performing Qadha

of all the Salahs missed, whether intentionally or unintentionally as both serve the same

purpose: remembrance of Allah #£. Therefore, Qadha for intentionally missed Salahs is

necessary like in the case of missing any Salah forgetfully.
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2. The Messenger of Allah & said, “Whosoever forgets [to perform] Salah then he
should perform it when he remembers it and there is no other expiation for it except

by performing it.”

Qther versions of this Hadeeth recorded in Abii Dawood and Nasai also include missing
Salah due to sleep along with forgetfulness. Nevertheless, the Hadeeth outlines an
important principle that the only way to recompense an omitted Saldh is by making

Qadha for it irrespective of the amount and the circumstances. Once the Messenger of

Allah # and the Companions % during the battle of the trench made Qadha of 4-5
Salawat [plural of Salah] altogether which they could not perform due to the enemies
engaging them in the battle. No sleep or forgetfulness occurred to the Muslims during
this time yet they still performed Qadha of all of the Salahs. As a point of principle,
exemptions from the general principle cannot be made unless there is a clear evidence
to suggest otherwise whether from the Qur'an, Sunnah or through established legal
maxims. So arguably, intentionally omitted Salah necessitates Qadha under the general
principle especially if it is a higher degree of order and since no clear evidence is found

that mere repentance sufficient, one cannot follow this view. After explaining the

2y

necessity of performing Qadha, Imam Qurtubi =

draws its ana[ogy with fasting.

Regarding the prescription of fasting during Ramadhan, Allah 4 states, “.and
whosoever amongst you is ill or a traveller then to complete [ the fasts]| on other days”.
The scholars are unanimous that given the concession for a traveller and an ill person
to postpone their fast, the one who deliberately omits his fast is obliged to make Qadha
of them. Qverlooking it is a sin. Likewise, Salah is no exception to the general principle;

in that Qadha is necessary even in the case ofmissing it deliberately.’

Some have insisted on the literal wordings of the Hadeeth that it only specifies

forgetfulness and sleeping, which inversely negates the obligation of intentionally

2 Bukhari Bub man Nastya Salatan, No:597

3 Mufti ‘Taqi Usmani, Fyhi Maqgalat,Qadha Umart, p. 17-18 vol 4

Tafscer al-Qurtbi, p. 177-180, vol 11
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missed Salahs. Allamah Aini #¥ [a renowned Hanafi Muhaddith] comments that
applying the inverse meaning to this Hadeeth is not correct because the reason for
stipulating ‘forgetfulness’ is to indicate avoiding missing Salah most of the times since
forgetfulness is seldom the case for a true believer. Another explanation given is that it
could be a response to the questioner specifically enquiring about the ruling of missing
Salah forgetfully. It could also imply that when forgetfulness necessitates Qadha for
Salah then so will intentionally missing it.* Thus to extend the purport of forgetfulness to

include intentional as well is correct.

The Opinions of the Four Sunni Schools
After explaining the necessity in performing the previously missed Qadha Salahs, we

now discuss the standard position of the four Sunni Schools.

Hanafi Madhab

3

% states;

Ibn Nujaim
“The principle being that every Salah missed in its [stipulated ] time after its obligation is established
necessitates Qadha whether omitted intentionally, forgetfully or sleeping irrespective there are in

abundant or less.”®

Maliki Madhab

Imam Qurtubi ¥ [a renowned Mufassir and a Maliki jurist] in his commentary recalls the
majority view of the jurists [including the Maliki Madhab] of the obligation of performing
Qadha even if missed intentionally. Tt was Dawood Zahiri [an extreme literalist] who viewed

the contrary that it is not necessary.

“Thirdly: As for the one who omits Salah intentionally then the Jamhoor [mainstream position of
the scholars| view the obligation of Qadha even though he will be sinful except for Dawood [az-
Zahiri].” He further adds; “When Qadha has been established for the sleeper and forgetfulness [in
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missing their Salah ] and both are not sinful for this then it would be worthier for the one intentionally

omitting it.”s

Furthermore, Im3m Qurtubi % clarifies the purport of the Hadeeth mentioned in your
question “whosoever omits Salah intentionally can never make Qadha for it ever” stating that
this implies that the reward attained by performing Salah [on time] cannot be compensated
due to the severity of the crime of intentionally missing Salah. Just as it has been reported from
Sayyiduna Ali < and Sayyiduna Abdullah Tbn Mas'ood < “whoever deliberately breaches a
Ramadhan fast can never compensate for it by fasting for in entire year” suggests the reward
cannot be compensated even though Qadha is necessary according to everyone, similarly this
is the case with Saldh except that it must be accompanied with sincere repentance.”

o

Shafi’ee Madhab

Imim Nawwawl &

[a renowned Shifi'ee Jurist] recalls a consensus on the matter of the
obligation of Qadha for intentionally omitting Saldhs. He also poits out that it was Tbn Hazm
az-7.3hiri [a prominent student of Dawood az-Z.3hiri both representing the literalist school]
who viewed that Qadha can never make up for the missed Salih except through repentance,
Tstighfar and optional good deeds. This goes against the consensus of the scholars,

“T'he scholars have established a consensus that intentionally omitted Salah makes Qadha
necessary. Abat Muhammad All Ibn Hazm opposed this who stated that its Qadha can never
be performed nor doing it is possible. He said, rather he should perform good deeds and
optional prayers excessively so that his scale [of the right side] becomes heavy on the Day of
Judgement, he must seck Allah’s forgiveness and repentance. What he [1bn Hazm] has said
goes against the Ijma {consensus] and false ... ... ... ... and when Qadha is necessary for a
forgetful person then it is much necessary upon the one intentionally missing it.”
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The above passage clearly suggests that the concept of mere repentance and performing
excessive good deeds to expiate for all intentionally missed Salahs was rejected by the
scholars of the past. All viewed that Qadha is the only solution for compensating for the
missed Salahs, followed with repentance. Thus ironically, the advocates of strict
adherence of the Qur'an and Sunnah and followers the Salafs are themselves opposing
the Qur'an and Sunna and the Salafs.

Hanbali Madhab
Tbn Qudamah £ [a renowned Hanbali jurist ] states when one has many Qadha Salahs

then he should exert considerable effort in performing them so long as it does not cause
physical of financial harm to him. Obviously, this is only possible if one misses Salah

deliberately as opposed to forgetfulness and sleep which is scarce in comparison to it.

“When excessive amount of Fawat [missed Salahs] accumulate then he must engage in
performing them as long the hardship [in doing so] does not affect him physically or
financially. Physically, whereby it weakens him or fear of becoming ill. As for financially, it
prevents him from monetary dealing hindering from his livelihood, er incurs harm upon
himself. Ahmad [ 1bn Hanbal] has mentioned this. If he is unsure of the quantity then he must
continue until he is convinced that he has now absolved himself.”
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Conclusion
The above evidences as well as the opinions of the four Sunni Schools make it clear
that Qadha Umri for all of the intentionally missed Salahs is necessary irrespective of

the amount. This has been the most reliable position of majority of the scholars of the

past. Imam Nawawi % [as quoted above ] recalls a consensus of the scholars on this
issue. Historically, it was the Zahiri [literalist] School who opined that Qadha can
never be performed due to the severity of the crime, so the only solution according to
Zahiris is to repent and perform excessive good deeds. But logically, this is not
possible nor warranted because optional deeds do not equate to obligatory acts.
Otherwise the same principle should equally apply to intentionally missed Ramadhan
fast, yet all agree that despite the sin mere repentance is insufficient and Qadha is
necessary. Regarding the Prophetic report ‘there is no expiation for an intentionally

missed Salah’, Imam Qurtibi’s =

> above explanation of the Hadeeth clarifies its
meaning, as in, it negates the reward but not the act itself. Conclusively, irrespective of
the number of missed Salahs even if it is intentional, the final ruling on this matter is

that Qadha Umri is necessary with sincere repentance for deliberate negligence.

[Allah Knows Best]

Mufti Abdul Waheed
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