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Is Wiping over Normal Sock Permissible in Wudhu?

Question: What is the Islamic ruling regarding performing Masah on modern-
day cotton socks? Would the wudhu be valid or not? If not, then is this according
to the consensus opinion of all the schools of thought or is there differences of

opinion? I appreciate a detailed explanation with evidences.

’\M 9 ol q\%\
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Answer

The issue of wiping wet hands over normal cotton or nylon socks during Wudhu is
somewhat a contentious topic. On the one hand, majority of the Sunni schools
disallowed it whilst a specific group on the other hand advocate its permissibility. The
primary cause of the controversy is the assumption that there are supporting textual
evidences that prove its permissibility. The reality is that albeit Ahadeeth of such nature
do exist, those Ahadeeth are either unreliable or unsubstantial. Most classical fuqaha -
Muslim jurists - from the four Schools have stipulated strict conditions for the
permissibility of performing masah over socks. Modern-day cotton socks don’t fulfil
those strict criteria. Below we shall present an elaborative discussion from the Prophetic

tradition as well as statements from the classical jurist of the four Sunni schools.
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The Reality of the Matter

It is worth explaining here the reality behind the classical scholars, especially the Hanafi
Scholars, have not validated the permissibility of the performing Masah over ordinary
socks. To begin with, Allah 4

states;

has explicitly mentioned washing the feet in Wudhu. He

“O you who believe! When you stand for Salah then wash your faces and your hands
up to your elbows and do Masah over your heads and (wash) your feet up to the
ankles...” (Surah al-Ma’idah 6:6)

Principally, every person is required to wash their feet due to the explicit Quranic
command. The Qur’an enjoins the highest authority as a source for Muslims and then
followed by the Sunnah. Scholars of Hadeeth have broadly categorised all transmission

reports into two;

1. Tawatur — A Hadeeth that has been reported by an uninterrupted chain of
transmission by overwhelming number of narrators in every generation from its
inception that, it is impossible for such narration to be concocted or fabricated
because of the overwhelming number of people narrating that same report or

information. Such report is commonly referred to as Mutawatir.

2. Khabr Wahid - A Hadeeth that has not reached to the level of Tawatur, but has
been reported via solitary transmission whether two, three, four, ten etc but not
overwhelming,. If the number of reporters of a Hadeeth reach to overwhelming
in either of the first three generations or after the first three generations, would
still not qualify in becoming Tawatur. The requirement of a Hadeeth to qualify
as a Tawatur is that the overwhelming number of narrators must remain
consistent in every generation, from its inception; from the generation of the

Sahabahs £ onwards.

A Mutawatir Hadeeth equates to the level of the Qur’an in terms of its authenticity and
definitiveness (Qat’i) which means that it is permissible to supersede, specify or restrict

a Qur’anic command with a Mutawatir Hadeeth because of their similar degree. This
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however is not the case with Khabr Wahid (solitary report), meaning that its source
could either be doubtful or open to various interpretations. Its authenticity is not to the
similar level as the Quran which means that unlike a Mutawatir report, it cannot
override nor restrict a Quranic command. Such reports are generally known to be of
speculative (Dhanni) source. This is not to suggest that the solitary Hadeeth cannot be
acted upon or discarded altogether especially if its chain of transmission is sound and
reliable. It can be used to explain and clarify ambiguous commands of the Quran
otherwise where there is a conflict between a Qur’anic injunction and a Khabr Wahid

Hadeeth without the possibility of reconciliation, the Qur’anic injunction supersedes
the Khabr Wahid Hadeeth.

So, to apply the above, the permissibility of wiping over leather socks (Khuffain) is not
established anywhere in the Qur’an but reported in the Ahadeeth with multiple chains.
The transmission report of these narrations has reached to the level of Tawatur because
of the overwhelming number of narrators. All of the Sahabahs 4 unanimously agreed
upon its permissibility. Allimah Kasani %, a renowned Hanafi Jurist, reports that Imam
Hasan al-Basri & (a famous Tabi’ee) found 70 of the participants of Badr who viewed
the permissibility of masah over leather socks.' Furthermore, Imam Abu Bakr al-Jassas
% states that the issue of performing masah over leather socks has been established
through Tawatur chain which conveys definitive knowledge, similar to the Qur’an. Itis
therefore permissible to abrogate (or even restrict) a Qur'anic injunction with a
Tawatur Hadeeth.?

The Qur’an mentions washing of the feet but to perform masah over leather socks as a

valid substitution to washing the feet has been permitted by consensus. As for those

1Badai Sanai p. 130 vol 1, Chapter on the Masah over Khuffain
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narrations that seem to permit masah over normal socks are all Khabr Wahid. It is by far
a speculative report that is open to various interpretations which cannot override nor
restrict a Qur’anic injunction. The authenticity of such reports must therefore be

assessed.

The Various categories of Socks

Before we begin discussing the report itself, it is worth familiarising with the various
types of socks and their respective rulings according to the four Sunni Schools of law.
1: Khuff - Commonly referred to those types of socks that are covered with leather all
around.
2: Muna’al - It refers to those socks where only some part of it is covered in leather e.g.
the sole of the foot.
2: Jawrabain - commonly translated to ‘socks’. This is further divided into the
following classifications;

a) That which is thin but covered with leather all around. This is known as

Mujallad.
b) Socks made from materials such as cotton, nylon etc but very thick and rigid.
c) Cotton or nylon socks that are very thin, commonly referred to as Rageeqain in

Arabic due to its thinness.

In relation to the Khuff, the scholars of Islam unanimously agree on its permissibility
and there are many supporting evidence for this. Sayyiduna Mugheerah Ibn Shu’bah
relates that I was once with the Messenger of Allah #. He went to fulfil his need (to
answer the call of nature) and thereafter I began to pour water over him whilst
performing his Wudhu. He washed his face and hands and then performed Masah over
his head and his Khuffain (leather socks).’

3Bukhari, Hadeeth No: 182
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Regarding the second and third category, masah over them is only permitted if they

fulfil the same criteria as leather socks, * which are;

1) They must be Thakheenain i.e. should be thick enough that does not allow water
to penetrate the socks.

2) They remain firm on to the foreleg without the need of fastening them.

3) They should not be so transparent whereby the foot is clearly visible.

4) It also covers the entire foot including the ankles. If they become transparent

then they will not come under the ruling of Khuff’

In light of the above conditions, the ruling of the second and third category are as

follows,

Muna’al - If the socks covered in some parts of leather are thick similar to Thakheenain

then to wipe over them would be permissible.

Jawrabain (Socks) -If they are Mujallad then it would be permissible to perform masah
over them. Likewise, if it is cotton material that are thick and rigid then also permissible.®
For instance, modern-day wudhu socks. They generally comply with the conditions of
leather socks and hence, permissible to wipe on. Almost all schools are in agreement

with the aforementioned rulings.

4 As was discussed that wiping over leather socks is an exemption from the general rule of washing the feet.
Other socks only qualify to such an exemption if they fulfil the similar criteria as leather socks. If they do then
they too fall under the similar category and thus, assumed as if such socks are treated like wiping over leather
socks.

®Al-FighualaMadhahibil Arba’ah p. 126 vol 1 Chapter on the definition of Masah upon Khuffain
06 OF tladsT 1ol W 4 waiad 13 V) s 1 oladl Jla Yy dall dis g bl — il Comg oyor ¢ (e sl ) Ui
S @) e aif Lo g Blas 050 Y OF 1l (bl 18 oo dmity Gedd) o ey OF 1lgil s Lo ) s Jy}wc;c_f;w

don Yo s o Y 8 Lexd Lo (5 BLLS B3Le o g ginae a0y camiy @ o oty LS s o 5 clegiph 2T Sl

G (S

8Al FighullslamiyyawaAdillatuhu, Chapter of Masahon Jawrabain p. 427 vol 1
3] cad adl ablss SN Y 6kl gme 3 e et OV (Cplaie o J_,J,; 0SS OF Y cgmyed) e bl Ry e Sl Ji
BASTI3] s o rendl s akiny DLl W) nog U1 g2 sl bt e ened) ) sl fut g Sl O

Olaig Y (o

N +44 (0)1274 308 456 @ www.jknfatawa.co.uk 118 Manningham Lane, Bradford
Mon-Fri 10am-3pm fatawa@jkn.org.uk West Yorkshire, BD8 7JF




JKN FATAWA

@) www.jknfatawa.co.uk EZ« fatawa@jkn.org.uk

S SMIAH KHATAMUN NABIEE

That now leaves us with the final and most contentious category; Jawrabain Raqgeeqain
— thin and non-durable socks that are penetrable for water made from cotton or nylon
material. Virtually all modern-day thin socks fall under this category. This is where the

controversy lies.

The opinion of the four Schools

Allamah Kasani £ (a renowned Hanafi Jurist) states that it is a consensus of opinion
the impermissibility of performing masah upon those socks that allow water to

penetrate it easily.’

The rigidness of the socks can be determined if they allow one to walk in them
continuously for a long distance (at least 1-3 mile). Modern-day thin socks do not fulfil
such criteria as they can easily tear even by walking in them for less than a mile distance
and not waterproof. The scholars of all the four schools have made it conditional that
the socks (Jawrabain) must be Thakheenain or Safeeqain for the permissibility of
performing Masah over them. Safeeqain is another term used synonymous to

Thakheenain by the classical scholars to refer to a cloth that is durable, rigid, tough and
thick.®

1) The Hanafi School - It is permissible to perform masah over Jawrabain if they
are Thakeenain —thick able to cover three miles or more and remain firm onto

the leg without the need to tie onto the leg and not transparent.’

"BadaiSana’l p. 141 vol 1, chapter ofMasahonrlawrabain
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2) The Maliki School - It is only permissible to perform masah over Jawrabain if
its interior and exterior are covered in leather, whereby it would be possible to
walk in them like the Khuffain. The Hadeeth that (seemingly) permits the
permissibility of performing masah over Jawrabain refers to this category only."

3) The Shaf’ee School — Imam Shafi’ee % explicates in his famous manual work of
jurisprudence, Al-Umm, that the Jawrabain must be Safeeqain such that it is not
transparent nor allowing water to penetrate it. If they fulfil such conditions then
it would be permissible to perform masah over them otherwise not."

4) The Hanbali School - Ibn Qudama %, a renowned Hanbali scholar and jurist
states two conditions for the permissibility of performing masah upon
Jawrabain; a) They must be Safeeqain —thick and rigid - that are not transparent

and, b) Able to walk continuously in them."

From the forgoing opinions of the four schools, notice that they all stipulate the
condition for the Jawrabain to be either Thakeenain or Safeeqain, both implying
durability and thickness of the socks, enabling one to walk for a long distance in them,
not transparent and waterproof. Modern day thin socks are Rageeqain, contrary to
Thakheenain and Safeeqain. None of the Imams have allowed nor stipulated the

permissibility of performing Masah on socks that are Rageeqain -thin.
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An Analysis of the evidences supporting the validity of Masah on Normal Socks

In this section we will discuss the famous Hadeeth used to justify masah over thin cotton

sock.

Sayyiduna Mugheerah Ibn Shu’bah « relates, “The Holy Prophet # performed wudhu

and performed Masah over Jawrabain (socks) and Na’lain (sandals)!3.”

Though Imam Tirmizi % has graded this Hadeeth as authentic, nevertheless there are
many reasons as to why this Hadeeth cannot be accepted;

1. Imam Baihaqi &, a renowned Shafi’ee Muhaddith, states that this Hadeeth is
Munkar (rejected). Other eminent Muhadithiin (scholars of Hadeeth) such as
Sufyan al-Thawri &, Abdurrahman Ibn Mahdi ¥, Yahya Ibn Ma’een %, Ali Ibn
Madeeni % and Imam Muslim % have criticised and classed this Hadeeth as
weak. Even Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal % has also not accepted this Hadeeth and

classed this a weak narration.'*

2. The narration of Sayyiduna Mugheerah < is inconsistent and contradictory.
Imam Abu Dawood & states that the narration famously reported from
Sayyiduna Mugheera < is masah over Khuffain (leather socks-not Masah over
the Jawrabain).”” The narration of masah over Jawrabain is singularly transmitted

by Imam Tirmizi <, whilst other Muhaddithan, including Imam Bukhari % and

Imam Muslim transmit < the phrase, ‘He performed Masah over Khuffain’.
Hence, cannot be accepted.
states that, “All of the Huffaz (the Muhaddithiin) have

unanimously agreed upon this Hadeeth to be weak (with the exception of Imam

o

o,

3. Imam Nawawi &

Tirmizi#), hence this Hadeeth is not accepted.'® Hence, in this respect, the

majority view will overrule.

BTirmizi

14Baihaqi, p.284 vol 1 and I'laus Sunnan p.347 vol 1
15 Abu Dawood, Hadeeth No:159

167aila’l p.184 vol 1 and I’lausSunnan
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Some have argued that there are a number of reports where the Companions

themselves performed masah over Jawrabain for instance Sayyiduna Abu Musa Al-

o

Ash’ari «. Imam Abu Dawood &

does not regard this narration as strong.”
Hypothetically, if it is reported through sound transmission that the Sahabahs %
performed masah over Jawrabain then it can only be assumed that the material of the
Jawrabain were different to the present-day Jawrabain. During that era, the material of
general clothing was thick and rough, not easily torn. For this reason, the Fuqaha
(Muslim jurists) of the four schools specified the Jawrabain to be rigid and thick.

e

Furthermore, Sa’eed Ibn Musayyib =

and Hasan al-Basri # (two of the renowned
Tabi'een) state that masah upon Jawrabain is permissible only if they are Safeeqain-
thick and rigid.” Both Imams lived during the era of the Sahabahs 4 and witnessed their
practices and attained knowledge under their tutelage. Both Imams were of a reputable
status and issued verdicts based upon the practice of the Sahabahs 4. Hence, their
verdict clearly demonstrates that the material cloth of the Jawrabain worn by Sahabahs

4 was not thin but rather thick material.

Conclusion

From the preceding discussion and analysis, it can be safely concluded that all of the
four Imams have stipulated that wiping over Jawrabain sock is permissible only if they
are Thakheenain or Safeeqain both implying to being durable and thick enough enabling
one to walk for a long distance (at least 1 mile) without them tearing and not allowing
water to penetrate through. Modern-day socks do not fulfil the above conditions. None
of the Imams have allowed masah upon such socks, hence rendering it impermissible

according to the consensus of all the four schools.

17 Abu Dawood Hadeeth No: 159
BMusannaf Ibn AbiShayba, Hadeeth No: 1976
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[Allah 4 Knows Best]

Mufti Abdul Waheed

JKN Fatawa Department
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